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By Stanley Pratnicki
The Board of Trustees of the German

Masonic Charitable Foundation, Inc.
(GMCF) opened their Annual meeting
March 13, 2015 at 2 P.M.  President Pe-
ter Unfried called The meeting to order
with an invocation by R∴W∴ Celestino
Carlos. The President welcomed all in
attendance, greeted representatives of
the Past Masters Association and Past
GMCF Trustees and thanked everyone
for their interest in the corporate af-
fairs.  He excused R∴W∴ Gerard Messi-
na and R∴W∴ Kurt Ott who were at-
tending to Grand Lodge issues.

Secretary Wund conducted the role
call of Lodges. All Lodges were repre-
sented except for Schiller #304 and

Socrates #595. The representatives of
each Lodge present received the audited
financial statements as of December 31,
2015, and copies of the Trustee Annual
reports.  Materials will be mailed to the
missing Lodges and the brethren of the
District are urged to seek out and read
the materials presented.

President Unfried reported that the
dissolution of Ger Mas had finally been
accomplished and recapped the original
reason for its creation.  Financing for
the Dumont Home through the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment required that the German Ma-
sonic Home Corporation must be a “sin-
gle asset” corporation, divesting it of
outside properties.  Ger Mas was creat-

ed to house the 15th Street Temple.
The sale of the Dumont Home has re-
lieved the Corporation of this require-
ment.  Additional lingering issues relat-
ed to the Dumont Home include the im-
minent receipt of funds under a Univer-
sal Settlement between various nursing
homes and the NYS Department of
Health and the anticipated settlement of
funds owed to the State related to an
audit of the Dumont Home Ventilation
Unit performed by the Office of the Med-
icaid Inspector General (OMIG) for
2004.  Details of both issues are record-
ed in the financial statements.

R∴W∴ Erwin  Gerbavsits next report-
ed on the valuation and performance of
the GMCF portfolio for the year 2015, as

well as, its current valuation. Financial
Advisor, Frank Chrissotimos, expanded
upon Trustee Gerbavsits remarks indi-
cating that the portfolio blend of stocks,
bonds and cash has performed well in
the face of an underwhelming perform-
ance in the stock market as a whole.

Treasurer Stanley Pratnicki next pre-
sented the audited financial state-
ments.  Financial results of GMCF per-
formance for the year was positive, es-
pecially when taking into consideration
a difficult year in the stock market and
the cash draw necessary to address the
OMIG audit. 

President Unfried reported on a
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By:  Bambi R. Schimmel 
Let’s start out with our PMSC election; slightly de-

layed due to frosty weather conditions, but we picked
up where we had left off.  With everyone in their re-
spective positions, the installation proceeded and
reads as follows: Irmgard Barth President, Kathy Stein
Vice President, Helga Lins Treasurer, Ellen Toth Cor-
responding Secretary, Gloria Krebs Recording Secre-
tary, and our newly elected Sister, Ellen Quaglio who
has assumed the position of 2nd Vice President.
Everyone was applauded and took their respective
seats.  The nomination for our Trustees reads as fol-
lows:  Ingrid Wolf – 3 years,  Erna Puckhaber – 2
years,  Bambi R. Schimmel – 1 year.   

Following the installation our meeting was held
with discussions of upcoming events, fund raising
suggestions but most and foremost the long-awaited
Chinese Auction.  Chairlady Gloria selected her team
of elves and the preparations proceeded in full swing
thereafter.  This undertaking is a tedious procedure,

an insurmountable stack of goods have to be trans-
ported from the upper floors to the main hall, where
every item has to be properly placed, organized and
tagged, a job of many hours before the doors open for
the crowd to embark on their treasure hunt.  It’s a
yearly fun-filled event to a sell-out crowd.   A big thank
you to everyone that so graciously offered their time to
be a part of it all.

A visit to our house where the Master of Schiller
Lodge, W∴ Rick Schneider dropped off his angelic lit-
tle bundle of joy, Krista Rose, oh, what a surprise.
Rick and Robert had some Lodge business-banking to
attend and the little munchkin, explored big time
everything there was to see.  Up and down the stairs,
without fear, (mind you we have 3 floors) and if any-
one benefitted from this daily exercise, it was
only yours truly.  Little Krista Rose is only 16
months old and needed to see and touch it
all - what an experience that was.  I was told
when Mom Christina is at work, the grand-
parents and big brother Ricky always keep
an eye on her. Thanks little one for this
pleasurable experience.

After severe weather conditions, our year-
ly kale dinner at the Plattduetsche Park fi-
nally materialized; we literally had to wait
out the weather until a new date could be
scheduled. Everything worked out nicely and
the wait was definitely worth it.   We were as-
signed the “NEW” Blue Room, the color of
lighting can be transformed, befitting any oc-
casion at upcoming events, what a grand
idea..  I think it was a five lodge gathering
even though it is a yearly  “Allemania” event.
Everything  was prepared to perfection; the
meal was plentiful and scrumptious.  
R∴W∴ Dieter Borbeck
arranged the seating, “mix
them up and they will find
lots to talk about” that was
his motto, and right he was.
The beautiful entertaining
music was supplied by Bud
Gramer and his sexy honey
Linda.  A constantly filled
dancefloor showed the en-
thusiasm of the crowd while
some of us were humming
along to the all-familiar
tunes.  Our R∴W∴ Werner
Graba was visiting and was
quickly surrounded by
Brothers, Sisters and
friends, it was like an old-
time get-together.

On February 12th, our
R∴W∴ Harry Barth turned
a young “85” celebrating to-
gether  with his love Irm-
gard and family from near

and far.  (The dancing shoes at this time were tacked
away, just in case).  Congratulations Dear HARRY and
many more years in good health from all of us. 

Our R∴W∴ Werner Dietrich is hoping for a soon-
to-be free of pain recovery from his knee ailment.  Un-
fortunately Gudrun and Werner were unable to attend
our yearly Grand Lodge breakfast.  Daughter Karin
and hubby Peter were present at the Allemania table.
Peter has moved up in rank and now holds the posi-
tion as Junior Deacon.  Peter will never forget the time
when he was studying hard for the Third Degree and
I offered to give it to him, but he went the proper way
of course and has now achieved the title of Junior
Deacon.  Gudrun, Werner and Karin will keep us
abreast of any new developments.

We attended the Masonic
Breakfast, a wonderful year-
ly event that everyone is
looking forward to.  Since
approximately 1000 patrons
always enjoy  this worth-
while event and look forward
to the scrumptious servings
from our feathered friends –
how do they do  it since we
are talking about thousands
of eggs here.  The waiting
staff needs to be compli-
mented for their  expeditious
and courteous service; and
after our hunger prangs
were satisfied we looked for-
ward to all the respective in-
troductions and speeches.
Several of the First Ladies
are now known to me and it
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Written by Christa Gowrie
– 
submitted by Bambi R.
Schimmel

On February 10, 2016
we lost an amazing man
from the World War II
generation who was truly

respected and loved by all
who knew him. He was
Henry Renner of White-
stone, NY. 

Henry was born in
1925 in Hungary and at
age 15 conscripted
against his will into the

German
army.  He
was forced
to battle on
the Russ-
ian front in
the dead of
winter and
was cap-
tured and
interned in
a Russian
concentra-
tion camp.
He and a
handful or
others es-
caped from
the Rus-
sians only
to be cap-
tured by
the British.
After sever-
al months
he was re-
leased and

made his way back to
Hungry and his family.

After the war he met
and married his lovely
wife Anna and together
they picked up the pieces
and started a family un-
der incredibly difficult
conditions and circum-
stances.  Through it all
they had their love and
Henry’s optimism and
wonderful sense of hu-
mor, which anybody who
knew Henry will attest to
that humor.  They had
two daughters in Ger-
many, Christa and Anita.
Over the next few years
life in Germany was get-
ting more difficult.  Coin-
cidentally, Australia was
offering skilled men relo-
cation and a secure fu-
ture.  Henry by then was
a master auto mechanic
and in 1955 all 4 Renners
made the voyage to Mel-
bourne. They lived a very
pleasant life in Australia
but after 4 years and at
the encouragement of his
American cousin the fam-
ily set sail to New York
City in 1959.  Henry soon

had his own auto radiator
repair shop in upper
Manhattan and was very
successful.  He had many
famous customers in-
cluding Ed Sullivan.

Fortunately, early on
Anna convinced Henry
that a home in White-
stone, NY was the place
to be and it is there that
they enjoyed a most won-
derful life together that
more than made up for
their early struggles. To
even further their good
fortune they were blessed
with a son, Michael, in
1965.

After his children and
grandchildren, Henry’s
greatest pleasure in life
was his long time mem-
bership in the Masonic
Brotherhood.  He
achieved the level of
“Worshipful Master”
earning the “Dedicated
Service Award” and truly
appreciated all the love
and comradery of his fel-
low Mason brothers.  To
all of them our family
says thank you so very
much.

Henry is survived by
Anna, his wife of 67 years
who is still active in help-
ing with the Masonic
Lodge.  Additionally, he is
survived by his children

Christa, Anita and
Michael, and his 8 won-
derful Grandchildren
who were so loving and
considerate of Henry, and
8 Great Grandchildren.

is always a pleasure to greet
them again  M∴W∴ Vincent
Libone’s First Lady Virginia
(Ginnie) was so kind to in-
troduce me to Mrs. Glover,
the elegant mother of our
young M∴W∴ Dorian R.
Glover, our honored speak-
er.  My  picture-taking of the
Grand Line did not materi-
alize since the glare from
the windows, the sun and
the water created a reflec-
tion that had every Grand
Officer wearing “halos” (not
really a bad idea) but that’s
my excuse okay?  All the
Grand Ladies were dressed
in eye-catching  attire.  Sis-
ter Hedi Kniesel, the apple
of R∴W∴ Werner’s eye
made the rounds to great
the guests while beautiful

Nicole welcomed all patrons at the entrance.  Short in-
troduction, speeches and then the guest of honor, the
M∴W∴ Dorian R. Glover with his emotional,  educa-
tional  and take-to-heart appeal to all.  Our own Stan-
ley Pratnicki functioned as the organist, for the first
time.  No need for the jitters Stanley, everything went
very smoothly.  

See you all next year again.
President of the Allemania Sister Circle, Gina De-

mery, must have cooked some spicy meal since her
phone, which was placed next to the stove totally melt-
ed and all info was lost or should we say it became
part of the ingredients. 

We bade farewell to yet another Brother, W∴ Hen-
ry Renner who entered the heavenly sphere on Febru-
ary 10, 2016.  To wife Anna and the entire family we
extend our condolences and our hearts are with you at
this time of sorrow.   (Please take a look at Henry and
Anna’s life-long journey in this issue).  

Please send your get well wishes and prayers to
our dearest friend and Sister Ruth Oehme who is now
receiving Hospice care at the Trump Pavilion.

Enjoy the snow-free spring until we chat again.  B.
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R∴W∴ Larry Wund and Allemania S.C. Pres. Gina Demery

Henry Renner Memorial

W. Henry Renner
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Gerry Messina, DDGM
It seems so long ago when the Master of Harmony

199, Brother Michael Livni, and I discussed his vision
of conferring an upcoming Master Mason degree for
their four Fellowcraft Brothers at the George Washing-
ton Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, VA. I believe we
were both hesitant to move forward with this plan be-
cause of the dispensations from the Grand Lodge of
New York and Virginia that are necessary to allow our
ritual to be used outside the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of New York.

The plan to move forward was agreed upon after
much thought was given to the logistics of getting the
Lodge material necessary to confer the degree to the
Memorial as well as building 9th Manhattan District
support to make the journey financially feasible. With
the support of MW William J. Thomas, Grand Master
of Masons in the State of New York, the necessary doc-
uments were attained from Grand Lodge to make the
sojourn to the George Washington Memorial possible.

Our 55 passenger motor coach arrived in White-
stone for its first pickup at 6:30 AM, then the work be-
gan; coolers, drama costumes, tuxedo bags, and food

were put into the lower compartments of the coach.
After assurance every Brother was accounted for, we
departed for the next pick up location on the New Jer-
sey Turnpike where our Harmony Brothers were 
waiting with more cargo to load. Finally on the road to
Virginia, with time to share stories and fellowship
among friends and Brothers.

The George Washington Masonic is truly an inspi-
rational building when viewed from the road ap-
proaching the Memorial. After arrival, with the un-
loading task complete, the Brothers combined chang-
ing into their tuxedos with a quick lunch. The staff of
the Memorial provided us with a tour of the building
with explanations of its Masonic history. Many of the
Brothers were already engrossed in replaying their
parts of the upcoming degree in their minds.

The Brothers being raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason that afternoon were John Hopkins, An-
drew Young, Archie Erbeli, and Richard Padilla, all
who have shown true desire to complete their Mason-
ic journey started last year with the Brothers of Har-
mony 199.

The Lodge was opened in Due and Ancient Form
by Worshipful Michael Livni. Prior to the beginning of
the Master Mason Degree, the Master asked the Dis-
trict Deputy to be escorted West of the Altar where he
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was presented with an astonishing gift. The Master
presented an American Flag in its case together with
a letter from Congress attesting the Flag being pre-
sented to the District Deputy was flown above the

Unites States Capitol on January, 26 2016 in honor of
two years of Masonic service to the Grand Lodge of
New York……….WOW

The Master Mason Degree was conferred by the

Master with help from the Brothers of Harmony and
Brothers of the 9th Manhattan District. The Hiramic
Drama portrayal followed the degree as required by
GLNY Standard Work and Lectures. Every Brother in
the Andrew Jackson Lodge Room that afternoon, ex-
perienced Masonic ritual as never before, in a place
where the great leaders of our Fraternity experienced
their own Masonic journey.  

Our dinner plans were made at Joe Theisman’s
Restaurant, walking distance from the Memorial.
Service was splendid, food was great. Many of the
Brothers enjoyed libations with dinner knowing we
were not responsible for driving. Our trip ended in
Whitestone at 3:30am after dropping off Brothers in
New Jersey.

Thanks to Bro. Michael Livni, for his vision and
personal investment to allow this journey to come to
reality, and to the Past Masters and Masters Associa-
tions for their generous donations. Special thanks to
RW Larry Wund, and Bro. Don Gorham, and W An-
drew Quo for their leadership and for their work
preparing the Hiramic Drama Team. 
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Past Masters Sister Circle
By Kathy Stein

The Sisters of the Past Master’s
Sister Circle have been busy.  They
continue to support the Past Mas-
ters, the lodges of the district and
their charities through their good
works and donations.  The Sisters
held another very successful Chi-
nese auction.  This event is getting
bigger each year and reservations
are an absolute must.  So much
goes on behind the scenes to bring
this fun night to you.  Collecting
the items, bringing them in, mak-
ing sure they are clean, arranging
the merchandise and labeling the
bags is very time consuming.  The
sisters also purchase and collect
the many beautiful items for the
raffle table.  One man’s trash is an-
other man’s treasure and there is
something for everyone.  

Thanks to the efforts of Sister
Gloria Krebs and her crew of work-
er bees, another fun filled night
was experienced by all who attend-
ed.  Many left with coveted treas-

ures and shared lots of laughs and
good spirit.  RW Werner Puckhaber
was up to his old tricks.  He
seemed to put tickets into every
bag and won enough treasures to
require a U Haul!!!  Each year the
auction raises more money than
the year before and this was no ex-
ception.  The hidden “treasurers”
and the beautiful gifts on the raffle
table generated enough money to
make charitable donations to a
number of recipients.  At the sis-
ter’s next meeting, they will decide
which charities they will support
this year.  The sisters are extreme-
ly thankful to all who baked cakes
for the luscious dessert table and
to everyone who came early for the
set up.  For many of the sisters, the
day starts in the morning when
they arrive at the Temple where
they remain all day putting it all to-
gether.  They take only one short
break for lunch which is generous-
ly provided by Sister Erna Puck-
haber.  The sisters give a very spe-

cial thank you to her for generous-
ly providing the lunch year after
year.  A quick change of clothes in
the Temple bathroom is done right
before the first guests arrive.  The
sisters would like to thank the Past
Masters for their continued sup-
port and for the liquid refresh-
ments they continue to provide
each year.  They appreciate all that
the Past Masters do to make this
night a great success.

The sisters would like to invite all
the wives of Past Masters to join our
circle.  Many ladies do not realize
everything the sister circle is in-
volved in.  Please come to our next
meeting and see if you would like to
be a part of the circle.  We are al-
ways looking for innovative ideas
and an extra pair of hands.  At our
next meeting, we will be discussing
future plans for new activities.  Pos-
sible outings in the works may in-
clude dinner, shows or a dinner
cruise.  Bring your ideas and enjoy
this group of lovely ladies!!

mailto:Frank.chrissotimos@wellsfargoadvisors.com
http://www.valleycaterers.com
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By Don Gorham
On a beautiful evening, March 11th, the Noble Ninth

held its Grand Lecturer’s convention at the White-
stone Temple.

For the officers of the Warden’s Association and the
invited dignitaries it began at The Villagio Restaurant.
The conversations at the table covered many topics in-
cluding of course Freemasonry – Its Ritual, its mem-
bership, tales from the past and hopes for its future
and what we need to do to get there. We spoke fondly
of our families (the furry members too), where we
came from and what brought us here. The company as
well as the dinner was delightful.

At the Temple, the lecture with an invocation by our
RW DDGM Gerry Messina was opened this year on the
First Degree of Masonry with its work concentrating
on the same to allow Masons of all degrees to attend.

Although the Warden’s Association was in charge of
putting the evening together for demonstration of Rit-
ual, in keeping with the ideal of TEAM (together every-
one achieves more), we reached out to our Brothers of
the district to join in.

I am grateful to those Brothers, Wardens and all,
who participated as well as those who came to support
our district by taking a seat to hear the Lecture. The
Grand Lecturer RW Richard Kessler was appreciative
of the attendance.  I too enjoy seeing our Temple full. 

Speaking of attendance ;  Kudos to the 2016 recipi-
ents of the elusive Howard Potts Award,  which were
Trinity #12, King Solomon Beethoven #232, and of
course Uhland #735. Uhland’s Worshipful Pedro Mal-
donado was also conducted west of the Altar to receive
recognition on his Lodge’s behalf for the 2015 Potts
award.

The Grand Lecturer was introduced to a poor, blind
candidate by the name of Mr. North Star, who was rep-
resented by four new Brothers of the Craft (Three Fel-
lowcraft and one Entered Apprentice). Each was taken
three different parts of the Degree to aid in instruc-

tion. I have to say that Br. Jack Rohan as master of
the evening’s Lodge showed confidence and proficien-
cy in his role.  I know from experience that had we the
time, he could have performed the Master’s work in
full.  A note of gratitude as well to W. Freddy Jente and
Br. Assad Butt for their work on the Whys and Where-
fors.  Br. Assad was pulled in at the last minute and
once again showed his eagerness to help the Craft.
Our chaplain was Br. Glenn Opperman, Br. Jeff
Mauer attended to duties in the West and I in the
South also presenting the Apron. Br. Carl Strievsky
presented the Bible, Br. Michael Seeley attended to the
Altar as Sr. Deacon, Br. Kelviz Parra our Jr. Deacon at
the Outer Door and Br. Sokol Preldakaj as Sr. Master

of Ceremonies.
Now back to our new Brothers as the incarnations

of Mr. North Star. I am extremely glad for moments
like this. I watched keenly as our new Brothers partic-
ipated and know with a sure heart that this evening
will stay long in theirs. Our new and old members of
the Craft need to be kept engaged through continuous
education and participation in our Ritual. Our fun
events and dinner dances are indeed wonderful ways
of bringing us together, but it is in learning our Ritu-
al with each other and embracing what it means to us
that truly binds us together as Brother Masons one
and all.

By Joseph Lackner
The 2015-2016 Warden’s Association held their an-

nual dinner dance on Friday, March 4th at the Pom-
pei Restaurant and Catering Hall located in West
Hempstead, New York.  As always, it was a resound-
ing success.  There were over one hundred guests in
attendance.  Nearly every lodge within the Noble Ninth
was represented that evening to show their support for
the major fundraiser held by the Warden’s Association
in an effort to raise funds to pay for the expenses as-
sociated with a successful Grand Lecturer’s Conven-
tion.

During the evening it was great to see everyone en-
joying the music provided by DJ Tim Cody.  All of the
couples in attendance were thrilled to dance the night

away.  RW Celestino Carlos and RW
Gerry Messina were among the many
brothers who delighted in dancing
with their lovely ladies.

As is the tradition within the Noble
Ninth, flowers were presented to the
ladies to thank them for their contin-
ued support throughout the Masonic
year.  We know how challenging it
can be sometimes, and we hope that
our token of appreciation may show
the ladies how much we value their
encouragement.  As I have heard it
said many times throughout the dis-
trict, a Mason cannot be successful

without the sup-
port of his lady.
Thank you to all
of the ladies of
the District.

I would like to
personally
thank each of
the speakers for
the evening.
Without their
words of en-
couragement we
would not have
had such a fantastic evening.  We
heard a speech from RW Gerry
Messina thanking us for having
some good music for people to
dance to.  V.P. of the Association,
Bro. Don Gorham, did a wonder-
ful job as emcee for the evening.
Bro. Gorham’s hard work and
dedication truly paid off.  You

know it is a good party when RW Celestino Carlos
comes in walking with a cane but ends up on the
dance floor with his lady.

I would like to thank all of the Brothers of the Ninth
Manhattan District who came out to support this
year’s Warden’s Association.  Your continued support
is always appreciated.  I hope every year can be as
successful as this year was.  I am truly honored to be
a part of such an auspicious group of men.

2016 Wardens Dinner Dance

The 2016 Grand Lecturer’s Convention



By Kevin Koeberl
The afternoon of Thursday March 10, 2016 was a

sunny and warm with temperatures approaching the
high 70’s. The sounds and smells of spring were ap-
parent with seeds ready to sprout as R∴W∴ Brother
Carter Dorzbacher travelled from his home in Pleas-
antville to the Whitestone Masonic Temple. 

Several decades earlier, R∴W∴ Brother Carter had
travelled to England and enjoyed many unique expe-
riences with English Freemasons and their families; a
group that he often speaks of with great fondness, joy
and love. The Grand Lodge of England’s traditional
table lodge, its form, traditions and rituals is one of
those special seeds that R∴W∴ Brother Carter has
sewn within our own jurisdiction. 

As the Brothers and guests of Lessing Lodge #608
arrived and filled the collation room that Thursday
evening, it was clear that meticulous preparation had
been made by the hand of Brother Carter. The tables
were tightly configured, bisected by the deep blue fir-
ing lines with canons appropriately aligned; utensils
prepared with customized place markers and crossed
American – German flags adorning each Brother’s
place setting. The knife and folk degree would leave no
brother wanting for all its proper trimmings.

Each Dorzbacher table lodge is special, every detail,
utensil and accoutrement prepared by Brother Carter
was customized as a reminder that it was the 150th
Anniversary that Lessing Lodge was celebrating this
year. Even the toasting glasses, the “canons”, were

emblazoned with the 150th Anniversary seal bearing
the image of Gotthold Lessing which were personally
gifted by Brother Carter to each of the attendees.

With the Officers at the ready, at Worshipful Master
Robert Hoefferle’s order, the evening’s proceedings be-
gan with a salute to our Great Nation, followed by trib-
utes and toasts to the many things that Freemasonry
holds dear. Notable attendees among the fine Brothers
assembled were the R∴W∴ Mark Hansen, District
Deputy of the 2nd Westchester-Putnam District, our
own District Deputy Grand Master, R∴W∴ Gerry
Messina and well as the guest speaker of the evening,
R∴W∴ Paul Rosen – Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of the State of NY. 

R∴W∴ Brother Rosen offered several humorous an-
ecdotes from his distinguished career as an attorney,
advocate and prosecutor. He reminded us that Noah’s
ark had been built by an amateur while the Titanic
was the work of professionals. The Brothers acknowl-
edged R∴W∴ Brother Rosen’s remarks and his con-
tinued fine work as our Grand Secretary with a strong
round of applause.

A solemn candlelight toast honoring those Brothers
who had traveled to that undiscovered country from
whose bourn no traveler returns, was offered, with
Brother Carter instructing the Brethren to take the
candles home and light them for a departed Brother
when that solemn occasion should present itself. 

The evening wound down with the Secretary’s toast
offered by R∴W∴ Werner Kniesel.  In finest Masonic

traditions, the Secretary’s
message passed from
mouth to ear of each
Brother and arrived at the
Wardens, where again it
was shown how the great
enthusiasm of diligent
Brothers may sometimes,
disjoint the simplest of
messages, albeit slightly.

Thursday March 10th
was indeed a spring like
day, and again the seeds
that R∴W∴ Brother
Carter Dorzbacher plant-
ed at Lessing Lodge #608

grew into a bountiful evening harvest filled with cama-
raderie, Brotherly Love and the bonds of great friend-
ship.

By: Gerry Messina, DDGM 
I have been asked to give my observations of the

district during my term as District Deputy Grand
Master, a task I will be happy to do. As I have done in
the past, I will not mention individual Lodges or
Brothers.

One cannot visit Whitestone Masonic Hall without
being in awe of the renovations that have been under-
taken. Upon entering our property, we cannot miss
the new parking lot renovation in addition to the new
colors of the building. Just in the last year the base-
ment has been transformed into space fitting the
finest event. The lodge room has taken on a complete-
ly new look with new seating and carpeting as well as
the stained glass windows which provide both beauty,
and legacy to our Masonic Home in Tappan. Thank
you to Bro. Peter Unfried and the Trustees of the Ger-
man Masonic Charitable Foundation, for their watch-
ful care of our assets.

The Noble 9th Inc has gone through a significant
change of Trustees. The new board has begun renova-
tions to the home in Tappan by having a new roof in-
stalled to protect the interior of the building pending
further renovations. Thank you to the outgoing
Trustees for their diligent efforts as well as wishing
the new members of the Board success.

The Masters and Wardens Associations of the district
have enjoyed impressive attendance from the elected
officers of the lodges. The Masters are responsible for
the Charity Ball; the Wardens organize the Grand Lec-
turer Conventions. Their work has been outstanding in

the district. Masters and Wardens are visiting other
lodges to help and participate with degree work. Mason-
ic Spirit is alive and well in both associations

Every Grand Master chooses a specific theme for his
term, our Grand Master, William J. Thomas chose
T.E.A.M. an acronym for Together Everybody Achieves
more. I also chose specific theme for my own two
years…..to recognize our most valuable asset, the new
Brothers in the district.

We have many ways of showing those new Brothers
how important their membership is to the success and
longevity of the 9th Manhattan District. RW Celestino
and I have encouraged the Masters to consider inviting
their Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft Brothers to
attend and participate in the business portion of their
meetings. The Constitutions of Grand Lodge of New
York permits the attendance of the aforementioned
Brothers when the Lodge is lowered for that purpose.
We are now observing many new Brothers participating
in meetings before they have become Master Masons.
We have also suggested to the Masters; perhaps invit-
ing new Brothers to the East to give a short biography
of themselves would help them become comfortable
with the public speaking work which will be asked of
them during their Masonic journey. I have recently at-
tended meetings to hear new Brothers give lectures
and Masonic informational presentations.

Soon after assuming my responsibilities, I asked the
Past Masters to consider changing the name of the
District Widow’s Luncheon to the Forget-Me-Not Sis-
ters Luncheon.  I explained to the Past Masters that I

asked many of our ladies if they supported a different
name for their event, they were unanimously in favor
of a name change, Forget-Me-Not Sisters was their
choice. The Past Masters will host the Forget-Me-Not
Sisters Luncheon on April 10, 2016.

Our District recently participated with Harmony
Lodge 199 to travel to the George Washington Mason-
ic Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia to confer the Mas-
ter Mason degree upon four Fellowcraft Brothers in
this historic Masonic building. A new understanding
of Masonic history and how a district can work togeth-
er was clear to the fifty-five Brothers who attended.

Our district enjoys successful events throughout
the year. The Traubenfest in Tappan has always been
our flagship event, and is an important part of our
German heritage. The Grand Lecturer Conventions
continue to be successful, this year three Lodges
earned the Howard Potts Award for attendance. The
9th Manhattan District has the distinction of having
the only Lodge in New York State with dispensation to
work in the German language. 

Freemasonry is experiencing a statewide decrease in
membership, this loss is apparent in several lodges in
our district as well. The men joining our Fraternity to-
day do so seeking Masonic knowledge; it is our re-
sponsibility to provide them with the opportunity to
learn. Listening to never ending meeting minutes and
financial statements will not bring men into our
Lodges nor will it keep them after they join. The 9th
Manhattan will grow and flourish as long as we pro-
vide “true Masonic light” in our Lodge rooms.
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• Apartments and single rooms in many sizes with private baths
• Indoor pool and Jacuzzi
• Three family style meals in our beautiful dining room
• Interdenominational Chapel for Sunday services, prayer and meditation
• Cultural trips - social and recreational facilities
• 24 hour a day nurses aids and periodic visit from our staff doctors
• Housekeeping services

For more information Call (516) 352-4260

Also Independent Apartment Units Available
Call (516) 352-2995

Check our competitive prices - Certified by New York State
Our dedicated staff assures prompt, caring attention to the needs of our 

residents so that their retirement years are carefree and enjoyable
Compliments of Plattduetsche Home

Join our Family
at the 

Plattduetsche
Home

1150 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY

Dignified Atmosphere In A Park-like Setting

District Deputy Observations

Lessing 150th Anniversary Table Lodge
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TELEPHONE 280 WESTBURY AVENUE
(516) 333-4311 CARLE PLACE, NY 11514

HOMEMADE SALADS • BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • CATERING
ROY PUCKHABER                                         WERNER PUCKHABER

Compliments of Village Delicatessen

CARLE PLACE

Village DELICATESSEN

By Bob Stein
The Brothers of the District continue to support

both the Noble Ninth and the Grand Lodge of the State
of New York by their active participation in the many
events sponsored by both the District and the state.
The Brothers show this support by their continued in-
volvement in District and State activities which
demonstrates their commitment and devotion to the
brotherhood and the tenets of true Masonry.

Under the leadership of the DDGM, Gerry Messina,
and the Grand Director of Ceremonies, Celestinos
Carlos, the Brothers and Sisters of the Ninth Manhat-
tan are encouraged to actively participate in the many
district functions. The Ninth Manhattan continues to
be one of the busiest districts in the state and this has
certainly been a very busy year.

Trinity Lodge #12 is beginning to plan for their
225th anniversary which takes place in 2020. They
have delegated a committee to begin preparations for
a great celebration. The sisters of the Trinity Sisters
Circle intend to host some fund raising activities
which will enable them to contribute to this milestone
celebration. Their first activity will be a “Night at the
Races” presented by the Sister Circle at Kismet
Shrine. It will be held on April 9th, and the ladies
would greatly appreciate your support and hope to see
you all there. It should be a fun evening with a great
dinner for you to enjoy as well as sharing camaraderie
with your Masonic family. Trinity Lodge conducted a
second degree at their March meeting for two Entered
Apprentices which went very well. The Trinity Sister
Circle held their annual High Tea at the March meet-
ing as well. The ladies wore their finest hats and en-
joyed an array of many different teas to suit their
palettes. Some of the ladies even wore their dainty
gloves to enhance their high tea experience. They had
goodies to munch on which went along with the high
tea experience. A fun evening was had by all and there
were many laughs which will be remembered for a
long time. Trinity’s Jr. Warden, Pat Donohue, secured
the permit for the pavilion for their summer picnic and
that will be here before we know it. 

Congratulations to the Brothers of Trinity for receiv-
ing the Pott’s award at the Grand Lecturers’ Conven-
tion. Thank you to all the officers and other members
of Trinity for their support at the convention.

Knickerbocker Lodge #182 is keeping themselves
very busy. The Lodge conducted an Education night
about the opening and closing of the Lodge. This is a
great idea for Entered Apprentices and it is a great re-
fresher for those who forget things over time. Knicker-
bocker will also be presenting a catch up 1st degree in
April and a Master Mason degree in October. Our AGL,
Mike Moriarity, attended a Fellowcraft Degree on
March 9th and commented on the great job Knicker-
bocker had done.

On March 5th, Harmony Lodge #199, together with
Masonic guests, took a road trip to the George Wash-
ington Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia for the purpose of conducting The Degree of Mas-
ter Mason. There were over 50 Brothers on the bus for
this historic event. After the degree, the lodge and the
guests had a collation dinner at the Joe Theismann
restaurant. W∴ Andrew Kuo had gotten the name of
this restaurant from R∴W∴ Bob Stein who had run a

similar trip a few years ago. The restaurant personnel
were very accommodating so it was easy for me to rec-
ommend Theismann’s. W∴ Andrew Kuo felt the same
way about this restaurant and said they could not do
enough for his group. It is a great place to stop if you
are ever in Alexandria. Harmony Lodge surprised the
District Deputy Grand Master R∴W∴ Gerry Messina,
by presenting him with an American flag that had
flown over the US Capitol. They wanted to give this
special presentation to him for the assistance and aid
he has given to the Lodge. 

The Master of King Solomon Beethoven Lodge
#232, W∴ James Reichmann, was extremely proud of
the Lodge and its Brothers for receiving their first
Pott’s Award at the Grand Lectures’ Convention. He
would like to thank the officers who have dedicated
themselves to their lodge and were in attendance at
the convention. 

Schiller Lodge #304 conducted a second degree in
February. The senior warden led the Fellowcraft de-
gree from the East and did a great job. A contingent of
4 Brothers took the degree which is a great addition
for Schiller Lodge. 

Copernicus Lodge #545 held their annual Venison
dinner in January. Those in attendance were treated
to venison that was provided by Rick Whitthohn. Once
again, Copernicus thanks Rick for this special dona-
tion. A nice evening of Masonic friendship was experi-
enced by all who came out for the dinner and to sup-
port Copernicus at this yearly event.

Allemania Lodge #740 held their annual Kale din-
ner at the Plattduetsche Restaurant. Due to the
weather, the original date for the dinner had been can-
celed. The rescheduled event did not deter the atten-
dance as they had a great turnout and everyone had a
great time. The food was delicious and plentiful and

those in attendance enjoyed the music of Bud and Lin-
da Gramer. There was good food, good friends and
plenty of dancing and merriment. 

Lessing Lodge #608 held a First Degree in Febru-
ary and a Second degree in March. Lessing Lodge also
hosted a Table Lodge which was well attended and will
be hosting a Fest Lodge in the future. The Brothers
are busy putting the final touches on their 150th cel-
ebration which will take place at the end of the month
at Russo’s on the Bay. Please come out to support
them on this very special occasion.

Congratulations to Eric Jacobs of Herder Lodge
#698, on his election to be a Trustee of the German
Masonic Charitable Foundation, Inc..

The Brothers of Uhland Lodge #735 continue to be
busy. Congratulations are in order as they were one of
the lodges to win the Potts Award at the Grand Lec-
turers Convention. The officers came out to support
their lodge and bring home the award. Our thoughts
remain with our Brother R∴W∴ Jay Garcia as he has
experienced a few very rough months with the loss of
his beautiful wife Gabby and other close family mem-
bers. We continue to pray for him and his family dur-
ing this very difficult time.

Von Mensch Lodge #765 held their Dinner Dance
in February at the Season 52 restaurant in the Roo-
sevelt Field Mall. There was a good showing of approx-
imately 50 Brothers and friends in attendance. The
music was low key which made for a very enjoyable
evening with some wonderful dinner conversation. It
was a change of pace for many of the dinner / dances
but was very pleasant and memorable. 

The Masters Association would like you to consid-
er taking an ad out in this year’s Charity Ball Journal.
You may get an application for the journal ad from the

News From the Noble Ninth

Noble Ninth 9

Grand Masters Day at Dewint House in Tappan



By Gerry Messina, DDGM
On Sunday, March 6, 2016 The Annual Dedication

Service and Breakfast, sponsored by the Metropolitan
District Deputies Association was held at Marina Del
Ray in Throgs Neck. This event has always received
very strong support from the 9th Manhattan District,
and this year was no different. Last year thirty-five
tickets were sold within our district, this year 52 tick-
ets were purchased. Unfortunately, the breakfast was
held on the morning following the Masonic journey to
Alexandria, VA. Many of the 9th Manhattan Brothers
participating in this bus trip had also purchased tick-
ets to the breakfast, but after returning home after 4
am their seats at the breakfast were understandably
unoccupied.

A musical prelude of hymns and patriotic selections
played by 9th Manhattan organist, Stan Pratnicki,
preceded breakfast. Introductions of the dais were
made by R∴W∴ Walter Wasnieski III, President of the
2014-2016 District Deputies Association. Introduc-
tions of the ladies of the Grand Line were made by the
Deputy Grand Master, R∴W∴ Jeffery M.Williamson.

Most Worshipful Dorian Glover, Grand Master, Most

Worshipful Prince Hall, Grand Lodge of New York was
in attendance as the guest speaker. M∴W∴ Glover
gave a brief biography of himself as well as an
overview of his visions for Grand Lodge of New York
and M∴W∴ Prince Hall working in unison and harmo-
ny in the coming years

The morning festivities were closed by remarks from
M∴W∴ William J. Thomas, Grand Master of Masons
in the State of New York. He told a moving story about

two brothers living on opposite sides of a creek who
had not spoken to each other for many years. One
brother hired a carpenter to build a high fence along
his side of the stream to block out any possibility of
seeing his brother again. After the carpenter finished
his work, the brother went to the stream to check the
fence that had been built.  The brother did not find a
fence…….the carpenter had built a bridge in-
stead………
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Masonic Yacht Club
www.masonicyachtclub.com

"A Family Club of 
International Distinction"

Winter brought a snow storm or two which chal-
lenged one to shovel the wintery mess more than once.
Twenty four inch snow storms are getting too hard to
handle and winter is becoming an enemy to recon with.
In February, deep freezing temperatures that no one
anticipated griped the northeast for a number of weeks
sending many to seek the warmth of the Florida sun.
As spring is upon us, we look forward to seeing the cro-
cus peek out of the brown earth and the beautiful col-
ors of lively spring blooms.

The February meeting of the MYC was held at the
Landmark Restaurant in Roslyn and those in atten-
dance enjoyed a pleasant evening of business and pleas-
ure.   The MYC is growing and we now have   approxi-
mately 200 members on the roster.  We are always look-
ing for new Brothers and wives to join us and we encour-
age anyone who might be interested in joining to come
to one of our meetings.  This is the only Masonic group
that includes woman as First Mates and are present at
the meetings.  Their input is not only encouraged but
greatly appreciated.  It is an evening out with your lady
in a very relaxed atmosphere.  

Secretary, Bob Stein, called the meeting to order at
7:50.   There were twenty five members present and the
old business was attended to very quickly.  Reports
were read and dinner was served.

The annual Masonic Yacht Club Dinner Dance and
Acquaintance Party was held on March 12th at Captain
Bill’s.  The room was decorated in green and white for
St. Patrick’s Day and the guests enjoyed all the St.
Patrick’s Day frills.  Green and white flowers wrapped
with pretty green bows served as centerpieces for the St
Paddy’s day theme.   As the saying goes…everyone is
Irish on St. Paddy’s Day!  For a German District, every-
one’s Irish came out in force.   The music was provided
by Johnny Coupples who did a great job singing a vari-
ety of tunes.  It was a laid back evening enjoyed by all.  

Our next MYC activity will be the land cruise sched-
uled for April 23rd to Atlantic City.  This trip has al-
ways been very successful.  The trip down has always
been a fun time filled with lots of food, drink and Ma-
sonic camaraderie. If the weather Gods are with us, the
sun will be shinning and the Boardwalk will be invit-
ing.  It will be interesting to see the effects of the clos-
ing of the casinos as there have been major changes in
the number of casinos.  After such a long, cold winter
I am anxious for the smell of the ocean and the feel of
salt water in the air.  Please reserve your place on the
bus and join us for a great day.  

Our new Commodore, Jeff Arist and the Past Com-
modores welcome all suggestions for new activities or
how to improve existing ones.  Everyone’s input is not
only welcomed but strongly encouraged.  This is your
club and we encourage participation by all its mem-
bers.  Our Commodore and the Bridge will consider all
suggestions and looks forward to hearing from you. 

Plans are under way for the annual sailing regatta at
Camp Turk.   The staff and campers look forward to this
each year and it is such a great day.  Camp Turk is such
a worthwhile cause and is always so appreciative for any-
thing that is done for them.  Keep Camp Turk in mind
when you are looking for a recipient for your charitable
funds.  Those of you that have children between the ages
of eight and sixteen should consider sending your children
to Camp Turk.  There are so many activities to take part
in.  Check their web site and see what is available that will
make your little campers smile.  I wish I were younger as I

sure would like to play down on the water front.   
The Grand Secretary’s golf outing is quickly ap-

proaching.  The MYC has been a great supporter of this
event. We will be sponsoring at least two foursomes.  If
anyone is interested in joining one of our foursomes
please contact Bob Stein or Paul Withjack.   This has
proven to be a great day of golf followed by an evening
of good food, Masonic camaraderie, raffles and awards.
It is a wonderful time for Masons of the different dis-
tricts to get to know each other.  Please consider sup-
porting this event and you will have a great time as well.

The official opening Day of the MYC will be June 5,
2015.  There will be a ceremony conducted on the big
deck at Captain Bill’s followed by the delicious and
plentiful Captain Bill’s brunch buffet.  There will be
music and dancing as always.  We invite any member
of the Noble Ninth or any other district to join us if you
would like to know more about us.  Even if you have no
desire to become a member, join us for a most enjoy-
able afternoon to welcome the coming of summer.  Call
Bob Stein to make a reservation and be prepared to
share a lovely afternoon.

We are looking forward to the return of our snow-
birds.  As spring is approaching on the horizon, we
know their return will be shortly after.  We wish them
all safe travels and look forward to welcoming them
home.  

Please keep Brother Uwe Enke in your thoughts.  We
have been told that he is now living in a home and en-
joys phone calls from old friends.  If you have an op-
portunity, give him a call with your well wishes.  Broth-
er Vinny Savoca and his lovely wife Roseanna attended
the dinner dance and Vinny looked wonderful.  He con-
tinues to recover from a stroke and is doing remark-
ably well.  We continue to send prayers and they are
greatly appreciated.  Brother Dan Rosenfeld,  Trinity
Lodge, is recovering from a recent hospital stay and is
getting stronger.   We continue to send our prayers to
Brother Dan.  We would like to welcome home Bro.
Rich Tscherne’s, Trinity Lodge, father Rudy from a re-
hab facility.  Sister Herder Tscherne, Trinity Lodge
Sister Circle, and Bro. Rich have been waiting a long
time for his return.  Our thoughts are with Karl and
Betty Hank, Herder Lodge, as they are preparing their
return trip North. 

Congratulations to Jeff and Sue Arist, of the MYC and
Trinity Lodge #12, on the first birthday of their newest
Grandson, Justin.  Their daughter Stacy and her hus-
band Len are the very proud parents and hosted a great
party at their home in Connecticut.  Congratulations
also to Pat and Mary Jane Donohue, Trinity Lodge
#12, as daughter Nikki gave them a new grandchild.
Mary Jane and Pat rented a house in Florida for a
month to help out with the other grandkids and they
enjoyed being there when their newest made her debut.

Brothers Rich and Fred Stein, Trinity Lodge, recent-
ly returned from their annual ski trip out west.  This
year, they skied/snow boarded in Steamboat Springs.
They bathed in the springs as well as enjoyed the slopes.
The different temperatures of the springs became an
awesome experience as they tested all the various pools.
Congratulations to Fred Stein, Trinity Lodge, and
Jamie on their recent engagement!!  They are very hap-
py and we are very excited for them.  Joe and Vivian
Becker, Trinity Lodge, Recently returned from a trip to
London  to visit their son Joey.  He is a Junior at Boston
University and is studying abroad this semester.  

Congratulations to Alex Toth, Ellen Toth, Secretary
of the Past Masters Sister Circle, and our beloved
Max Toth, on securing a student teaching position in
the Island Trees School District.  Alex has been pursu-
ing his dreams as a musical performer as he earns his
music teaching credentials.  We hope Ed Middendorf
had a wonderful stay at Woodlock Pines in Hawley,
Pennsylvania as he was greatly missed at the dinner
party this year.  Congratulations to Barbara Palillo on
her position as the Associate Grand Marshall Order
of the Eastern Star, New York 2016 and Matron of
Metlakhatta Chapter in Sayville.  It was so good to see
Barbara and Art at the last dinner meeting.  We hope
that Art’s health continues to be stable enabling us to
see you both more often.  

We also would like to remind everyone that the  Nassau
Queens Brooklyn District Order of the Eastern Star is
having their annual Supermarket Bingo on Wednesday,
March 30th at Baldwin Masonic Temple at 7:00 pm.
There will be an $8.00 donation as admittance.  Please
look for more events to follow in April.  Join this great
group and have a great time.  

We give a special thank you to Barbara and Rick Wit-
thohn of Copernicus Lodge, for being active partici-
pants in the Kismet Shrine transportation unit.  They
recently transported a young lady to the Philadelphia
Hospital for a hip replacement.  Rick and his son Eric
and grandkids recently spend time upstate in their va-
cation cabin in the Catskill Mountains.  There was no
snow but the kids had a great time snow tubing at Hol-
iday Mountain.

Our Commodore, Jeff Arist, would like to remind
everyone to use their reciprocity card when you travel.
It is a great way to visit Yacht Clubs around the coun-
try and he has had many great experiences dining in
these facilities.

The Masonic Yacht Club is registered with Yachting
Club of America and is listed in their Reciprocity Guide.
The MYC is also listed on the YCA’s Website.  As a mem-
ber of the Masonic Yacht Club, you automatically be-
come a member of YCA, the oldest existing Yacht Club
organization in America.  A Reciprocal Courtesy Card
will be mailed to you with your membership which en-
titles you to the use of the facilities of all member clubs.
One of the perks of being a member of the MYC is the
Reciprocity Card.  Some of the members reported that
they have used it recently and received great discounts.
They reported that it can be used in numerous places
and they not only were able to purchase dinner at many
Yacht Clubs but they also received large discounts for
their boats.  This included the first night free for
overnight stays, and reduced prices for boat dockage.  I
have enjoyed wonderful evenings and great food at a va-
riety of clubs on Long Island.  It is a pleasure to be able
to utilize the reciprocity benefit for a special evening out
at a beautiful location that is not a public venue.   

The Masonic Yacht Club and its First Mates Club is
for nautically minded individuals who enjoy an evening
out with friends.  You do not have to be a boat owner
to enjoy and benefit from membership in this organiza-
tion.  Please attend one of our meetings to experience
what we are about. For those out there that are inter-
ested in learning more about us, come to our next
meeting.   For more information or directions, call Bob
Stein at 631-422-6559.  New shipmates are always en-
couraged to attend.  Boaters and non-boaters alike, we
Welcome You Aboard!

http://www.masonicyachtclub.com
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donation received from Allemania Lodge #740 to de-
velop a Tree of Life to be housed outside the United
Brothers lodge room.  This project will be dedicated to
the memory of W∴ Thomas Demery, W∴ Werner
Schnase and R∴W∴ Leo Helmprecht.  In addition, he
acknowledged a donation received from R∴W∴
Michael Moriarty for Camp Turk.

Renovation of our Masonic Hall, including the park-
ing lot, driveway and exterior painting, were complet-
ed on time and within budget.

R∴W∴ Lawrence Wund, Secretary, reported on the
status of the upcoming Traveling Man Festival.  He
noted that bands have been contracted, posters are
completed, advertising will be expanded and vendors
are being sought to sell merchandise, which will be
non-competitive with the food being sold by the vari-
ous Lodges.  He thanked newly raised Brother Rich
Padilla of Harmony Lodge for his efforts in identifying
potential vendors and outlets for advertising.  Secre-
tary Wund also noted that the he continues to expand
the materials contained in the display cases in the
boardroom.  All Brothers are welcome to provide
items, which preserve the history of the District.  

The President next reported that a District website
has been developed and implemented.  Links exist be-
tween the District Calendar, the Traveling Man Festi-
val, archived copies of the 9th Manhattan Masonic
News, the Yacht Club and various Grand Lodge sites.
Please visit gmcf.us.

R∴W∴ Gottfried Schuebler reported on the 9th
Manhattan Masonic News, thanked the Publishing
Committee members for their work and reported on
several Lodge assessment arrearages. Such arrear-
ages affect the financial viability of publishing the
newspaper and will be addressed shortly.  As noted by
R∴W∴ Kevin Koeberl, the newspaper is archived in
the Livingston Library and recognized as an outstand-
ing publication, unduplicated in its style and format
in other lodges or districts across the state.  

Reports followed by Trustees Seeley, Bonilla, Ottati
and Stein.  R∴W∴ Stein reported on his efforts to de-
velop a parade banner to be carried horizontally
across the front of the Ninth Manhattan contingent in
the Steuben Day Parade.  

R∴W∴ Gottfried Schuebler next presided over the
trustee elections.  The nominees included W∴ Angel

Bonilla, R∴W∴ Eric Jacobs and W∴ Jack Lanza and
all were unanimously elected and then sworn in by
R∴W∴ Schuebler.  

Participants were then asked for comments.  W∴
Michael Livni thanked all those involved for the sup-
port he received in performing a Third Degree for four
Brothers of Harmony Lodge in Alexandria, Virginia.
W∴ Paul Ottati, speaking for the Past Masters Associ-
ation, urged all Masters and Wardens to support the
Association, which in turn, supports the District.
R∴W∴ Celestino Carlos thanked the Trustees for their
work and thanked the District for the support he had
received during his tenure as Grand Director of Cere-
monies.

President Unfried, who explained that he would be
leaving the GMCF Board shortly to assume Grand
Lodge responsibilities, offered a closing statement.  He
noted that his eight years on the Board were filled with
challenges and yet seemed to slip by “like a heart-
beat”.  He received a round of applause R∴W∴ Ce-
lestino Carlos offered the final prayer and the meeting
was closed at 3:25 p.m.

Annual Meeting from 1

Master of your Lodge. This year the Charity Ball will
be held at Villa Barrone. 

The Warden’s Association hosted their annual Din-
ner Dance at the Pompeii Restaurant in West Hemp-
stead. There was a great turn out and they did a great
job. There was a lot of dancing and Masonic cama-
raderie and a great night was had by all who attend-
ed. The Wardens of our district hosted the Grand Lec-
turers convention which was a very successful event.
They should be commended for providing our district
with an impressive program which demonstrated
some of the most crucial parts of our Entered Appren-
tice Degree. The Grand Lecturer, R∴W∴ Richard J.
Kessler, gave an in depth education on the mechanics
and explanation of degree work. In addition three of
the Lodges in our district, Trinity, Uhland and King
Solomon-Beethoven were the recipients of this year’s
Potts Award which made this convention even more
successful.

The Ninth Manhattan District was well represented

at the Seventy-First Annual Masons and Families
Dedication Service and Breakfast which was held at
the Marina Del Rey in the Bronx. Over 900 Masons,
friends and families joined together to worship and
break bread. This annual event continues to grow and
demonstrate the commitment we have to the craft. The
guest speaker was the M∴W∴ Dorian R. Glover,
Grand Master Most Worshipful Prince Hall, Grand
Lodge, State of New York. He was well spoken and very
insightful. The Grand Master, the M∴W∴ William J.
Thomas, presented him with The Wendal K. Walker
award. Our very own W Stanley Pratnicki participated
in the service and served as the organist. He did a
great job and made us all proud!

Five members of the Ninth Manhattan District were
involved in the Northstar project through the Grand
Lodge. They took a course in the Candidate Selection
Process and became certified in the new process.
Those members participating and certified were
DDGM R∴W∴ Gerry Messina, W∴ Andrew Kuo, Bro.

Joe Becker, R∴W∴ Robert Stein, and Bro. Richard
Adamiak. We will all be introduced to the new selec-
tion process as the new Grand Line takes office.

The Past Masters Sister’s Circle hosted another
very successful Chinese auction. All the money raised
goes to support the charities that the sisters choose.

Congratulations to the W∴ Peter Unfried on his up-
coming appointment as the District Deputy Grand
Master and to the R∴W∴ Robert Stein as the Grand
Steward. They will be traveling to Utica on March 17th
– March 20th for training. R∴W∴ Robert Stein would
like to thank the Past DDGM Kevin Koeberl for allow-
ing the District to use his conference room for Mason-
ic training and other needs. He would also like to
thank his girl Friday, Lisa, for assisting us when we
are there.

I wish everyone a most enjoyable Easter or Passover
and hope you all come out to up coming events to
show your support of your brothers. 

Noble Ninth from 7

By Georg Dauterman
This is the second year that I the pleasure of visiting

a Masonic Lodge in the jurisdiction of Arizona. During
my first visit last year I was a brother unknown to Ori-
ental Lodge number 20, and had to prove myself a
Master Mason. Following the first step of presenting a
valid Dues Card to the Tiler, he informed the Master
of my presence. Quickly a committee of Past Masters
was formed and I was taken to the examination room
where I presented the Signs and Passwords of a Mas-
ter Mason and where I was accepted and greeted as a
Master Mason.

Oriental Lodge because it is situated in the Sun Belt
has many visiting Master Masons, many who are Past
Masters from lodges in New Jersey, Illinois, Nebraska,
the Dakota’s, Iowa and more. All the Past Masters are

brought West Of the Altar and presented with an Ori-
ental Lodge Pin. Masonic courtesies were present at
every turn, the warmth of Masonic Brotherhood show-
ing its light. 

The purpose of this article is to highlight the differ-
ences between the Grand Lodge of Arizona and Grand
Lodge of New York; they are minor differences in us-
age. Example:  there are no Masters of Ceremony in an
Arizona Lodge. Another difference within our own
Opening of a Lodge, the appointed officers below the
office of Deacon are not mentioned. When the Master
addresses any of his officers, the response was the
sign of the degree the Lodge was working in – the Of-
ficer would acknowledge with the sign of that degree
and penalty of that degree. Within the Arizona juris-
diction when they do degree work for example, first de-

gree the Lodge is opened in the First Degree and
closed in the First Degree, the New York Ritual calls
for all work to opened in the Third Degree and then
lowered to the degree as needed.

In closing I note that the Landmarks of our Craft are
the same and how each of our jurisdictions chooses to
work are on the basically the same within those guide-
lines.  That brings us back to the reason of this small
piece e of Masonic trivia, - that travel and visitation to
another Lodge or jurisdiction exposes us to rituals
that other Lodges use. You can see that in just travel-
ing within our district, attending a presentation with-
in a neighboring district, or visiting another jurisdic-
tion will open our eyes to Masonic light from another
source.

A visit to Arizona
Noting the differences within the Craft
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March 31st – Thursday – Lessing FEST Lodge – Whitestone –
7:30PM

Lessing Lodge # 608
150th – Anniversary Dinner Dance

April 16th – Saturday – Russo’s
Cocktail Hour 6-7 PM, Dinner/Dancing 7-11PM

Viennese Hour 11-12PM

District Social Functions & Dinner Dances
April 2nd – Saturday – Von Mensch # 765 - Schlachtfest – Kismet Shrine

April 9th – Saturday – Trinity Sister Circle Night at Races – Kismet Shrine 
June 5th – Yacht Club Opening Day - Captain Bills, Bayshore 11AM

Forget Me Not Lunch – Sunday, April 10th 
Plattduetsche Park Restaurant - 2PM                   

The Traveling Man Bluegrass Festival Sunday, June 12th
Tickets are $15.00 at the gate and $10.00 for advance internet and

Lodges.
Children under 12 are free!

Blood Bank Drive - Friday, April 22nd - 3PM-8PM Whitestone

Home Coming
April 18th – Monday – RW Celestino Carlos – Whitestone 8 PM
April 26th – Tuesday – RW Gerard Messina – Whitestone 8 PM

May 13th – Friday – ROAST AND TOAST – Whitestone 7:30 PM

The Masters Association of the 
Ninth Manhattan District presents their

102nd Anniversary CHARITY BALL
Saturday, April 30th  - Villa Barone, Bronx 7PM

Grand Lodge Communication
At 23rd Street - Monday, May 2nd and Tuesday, May 3rd

Grand Master's Reception and Dinner
At Russo's by the Bay - Monday, May 2nd 6PM

Noble Ninth Inc. Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 15th - 2 PM - Whitestone Masonic Hall 

St. John’s Weekend – June 24 - 26, 2016 
The 9th Manhattan Appointed Grand Lodge Officers and

our ladies Inge and Kathy thank you for supporting us.  
We cordially invite you to share the adventure with us. 

We have Reserved a block of rooms at the
Utica Holiday Inn, 1777 Burrstone

Rd., New Hartford, NY 13413 
Tel: (315) 797-2131 

Pricing per room is $135.00 + tax per night 
Please book your room directly with the Holiday Inn and
when calling ask for the 9th Manhattan Rate. Guests ar-

riving on Friday will be greeted by us in the hospitality
room with a Buffet Dinner and Refreshments.  

A full schedule of events including the 
investiture Ceremony will take place on 

Saturday June 25th at the 
Utica Masonic Care Community

Followed with a Sit down Dinner Celebration back at the
Utica Holiday Inn.

Prime Rib Dinner and Top Shelf Open Bar 
7:00 PM to 10:00 PM       $60.00 per person 

Fish or Chicken Substitutions available with minimum 7 day advance
notice For detailed information and for Dinner Reservations contact:

R∴W∴ Peter Unfried
(718) 417-8703 PETE@JKR.us

R∴W∴ Robert Stein
(631) 422-6559 BOBSTEIN12@aol.com

The German Masonic

Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
c/o GMCF Publishing 

Committee 
149-39 11th Avenue,

Whitestone, NY 11357 

mailto:PETE@JKR.us
mailto:BOBSTEIN12@aol.com



