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Homecoming has long been a tradi-

tion in the United States where a
school’s alumni are welcomed back by
the student body and faculty in the
spirit of celebration. This celebration
translated well into the Masonic vernac-
ular on the evening of April 26th, when
the family of Copernicus lodge 545 wel-
comed back their favorite son, R∴W∴
Jerry Messina, on his triumphant re-
turn from his two year tour throughout
our Noble 9th District.

The Whitestone temple teemed on
this Tuesday evening overflowing with
ladies, guests, and the Brothers of each
and every lodge in the district. R∴W∴
Brother Jerry was joined by his wife
Barbara as well his daughters Jennifer
and Nicole with their husbands John
and Mike. Completing the lovely family
were, of course, the shining stars of the
evening, Granddaughter Mia, and
Grandson Michael. 

Copernicus’ Worshipful Master
Richard Whitthohn presided over the

assembly, joined in the east by Past
Grand Treasurers - R∴W∴ Werner
Kniesel and R∴W∴ Kurt Ott, Grand Di-
rector of Ceremonies – RW Celestino
Carlos, Assistant Grand Lecturer –
R∴W∴ Michael Moriarity, President of
the Metropolitan District Deputies As-
sociation – R∴W∴ Walter Wasnieski,
Grand Director of Ceremonies from the
5th Manhattan District - R∴W∴ Martin
Richards along with Chaplain – R∴W∴
Werner Puckhaber.

In the undeniable decorum of the No-
ble 9th, delegations were enthusiasti-
cally recognized beginning with the
Lodges, to the Associations, Corpora-
tions, Post 22 and Clubs of the district,
Grand Lodge Officers, culminating in
the introduction of R∴W∴ Jerry Messi-
na. As the Master called on each of the
representatives for their comments, the
pattern became unmistakable; the plat-
itudes, accolades, and pleasantries
were offered along with the inevitable
“big shoes to fill” remark, as one would
expect. Intertwined in this predictability
were compelling anecdotes reflecting
R∴W∴ Brother Jerry’s commitment to
making a difference, the strength of his
core convictions, the deep relationships
that he had cultivated with example af-
ter example of the work done by this
man of character. The many achieve-
ments of R∴W∴ Brother Jerry’s Mason-
ic endeavors were highlighted ranging
from his efforts as a Warden to his ad-
vocacy for Veterans and the Vet Dogs
program, culminating with his tireless

dedication in shepherding the Brothers
of the Noble 9th for the past two years. 

The Brethren and guests were de-
lighted with the remarks of lovely Bar-
bara Messina who spoke of her experi-
ences; the trials and tribulations, the
wonderful friendships made and emo-
tional rewards received traveling with
Celestino and Sue for the past two
years. Barbara painted a picture of an
oftentimes exhausted man, in full tuxe-
do, a bit tattered, asleep in the recliner
after his long and toilsome journey in
the trenches of our craft. A fitting image
that tells the tale of a Brother complete-
ly dedicated to those things that he
holds dear. And after the Lodge room
has emptied and the tuxedo, purple
apron and jewels are tucked away, the
greatest reward and title will always re-
main as “Gammie and Gampie” to Mia
and Michael.

R∴W∴ Brother Jerry closed by re-
minding us that Old Glory, the Great
Stars and Stripes, for all it has seen and
for all the places it has flown; from bat-
tlefields to street protests to the top of
great buildings and stadiums, is to be
welcomed home with the honor and re-
spect she so rightly deserves. Like all
those good and righteous things that we
celebrate, whether it is an alumnus re-
turning to school, a Brother back to his
Lodge, or perhaps, most importantly, an
American soldier back to his homeland,
we must always be thankful that they
were willing to make the journey in the
first place.
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By:  Bambi R. Schimmel 
The annual Von Mensch Schlachtfest, enjoyed by

all, was again a wonderful affair.  Beautiful decorat-
ed tables, cooks on standby to serve our needs and
satisfy the palates, where Master Mark Rampanelli
and his assistants were seeing to it  that everything
was running smoothly. Dancing to the wonderful
and classic tunes of our own John Weber and Richie,
we were again amazed when our classy dancer Sue
Carlos and her love Celestino entertained us once
more with their fancy footwork; every step is so per-
fectly executed. I volunteer to be her pupil when it
comes to showing off the right moves on the dance-
floor, how about it?  It was really a great night out
with friends and we like to say “Thank You Very
Much”.  In Sue’s mother tongue in the Philippines it
would sound like this:  “Maraming Salamat Po” to
both of you from all of us.        

Due to unfortunate circumstances, Robert and I

were unable to attend two of the
most important social events; first
was the Lessing Lodge’s 150th An-
niversary Dinner at Russo’s on the
Bay, a classy affair that everyone
always looks forward  to.  Some in-
formation relayed to me via our
R∴W∴ Kurt Ott’s honey Ruth, and
Schiller Lodge’s Master Rick
Schneider, we could only say “sor-
ry we were not there.”  The ladies,
all in fabulous evening attire, the
gentlemen in suits or tuxedos, the
festively decorated halls and the
extraordinarily scrumptious cock-
tail hour followed by a festive din-
ner.  With a guest list of 375+ in at-
tendance and a steadily filled
dance floor, where all were strut-
ting their stuff to the entertaining
music supplied by  Pat Farrell’s
band of 8. The Brothers were handed a Bijou and the
ladies a snow globe with a “forget me not” flower in-
side, a commemorative key chain and a rose.  The
food was extraordinary, a suckling pig was on the
menue; so was delicious seafood and for the dessert,
the Viennese Hour featured a chocolate fountain
which was absolutely exquisite.

The 102nd Charity Ball at Villa Barone, the second
ever-so-cherished event that we were unable to at-
tend proved again to be a great success.  The Master
of Ceremony was none other than comedian (his sec-
ond profession) Freddy Jente, who always surprises

us with his one-liners that can have you in stitches.
Rosemarie, his fashionable mother, I call her my bird
of paradise; frequents the dance floor and enjoys it
non-stop.  This lady is a bundle of energy, once she
starts she will not stop.  The music was, again,
arranged by Pat Farrell; this time with his 4 piece
band, which makes for very enjoyable entertain-
ment. The cocktail hour and the grand dinner were
to everyone’s satisfaction.  Any of our events are def-
initely not designed for the diet-conscious.

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Doyle presented W∴ Stanley
Pratnicki, Copernicus #545 with identical twin boys
on April 8, 2016. We send our congratulations to the
family for this blessed event.  The twins, precious
William Brian, born at 6:35 a.m. with a birth weight of
5lb, 5oz. and Benjamin Thomas followed at 6:46 a.m.
at 5lb 6oz.  Mother and babies are doing well and
Dzadiek (Grandpa) Stanley is overjoyed at the addition
to grandchildren #5 and #6.  The very best from all of
us Dear Stanley -  your leisure time and hours of bore-
dom will from now on not exist anymore.

Young junior Ricky Schneider’s First Communion
was held on May 7 at the Sacred Heart Church with
a special visit from Grandma who arrived from Flori-
da for the festivities that continued afterwards at the
College Point Yacht Club with friends and families.
Thanks again for the invite handsome Ricky.

If I would not treat anything that is reported to me
– “On The Light Side” (be it the good, the sad, the oh-
so- sassy, or the very outspoken)  I would need a
shrink on stand-by, seriously.

Mrs. Anna Renner has left the rehab center and is
now back home again. Visits from granddaughter
Kelly on a daily basis after school makes Anna’s day
complete. Son Michael is now in the process of sell-
ing his home and will be   moving in with Anna there-
after. Daughter Christa flew in from California to
stay for a while, and daughter Anita from Upstate is
scheduled for a visit.  After six days confined to the
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hospital and 21 days in rehab, Anna is ecstatic to be
home again.  We wish you well gracious lady and
promise to visit you soon.

Our beautiful, fashionable Sister AnnaMaria
Schuebler, Gottfried’s main squeeze, is back on track
after her knee operation.  She calls, what was per-
formed upon her a workman’s overhaul, since the
tools for repair were a hammer, a chisel, a saw and
some other unidentified hardware . That was all she
could see before going under, way down under. We
wish you well dear AnnaMaria and don’t forget that
your dancing shoes will definitely come back out of
the closet since you do enjoy showing us your fancy
footwork again, right?

R∴W∴ Werner Graba, (“mien luetten seuten”) is
now in rehab after he took a fall that left him with a
broken hip and he is now being cared for by daugh-
ter Ellen and son-in-law Bob Quaglio.  From reliable
sources, (DDGM Jerry Messina), who supplied me
with the did-bits that our Werner is getting around
in his wheelchair and is already chasing the young
nurses around the center.  Yes, that’s our Werner as
I know him; and he doesn’t really need a wheelchair
to do this.  A speedy recovery MLS so we can greet
you again at our affairs’.   

We extend heartfelt condolences to the Ottati fam-
ily, Patty, Paul and children on the passing of Patti’s
beloved father.  Our thoughts are with you at this
difficult time. 

Sister Ellen Quaglio’s Denim & Diamonds
fundraiser hosted at our Whitestone Hall was again
enjoyed by all.  It’s the second time around and
hopefully Ellen and her crew will update us on the
next event.

The Homecoming of R∴W∴ DDGM Jerry Messina
at the Copernicus meeting where the hall did runneth
over, literally.  It was an outstanding evening for an
outstanding District Deputy Grand Master.  The
proud family, wife Barbara and adorable grandchil-
dren, 4 1/2 year old Mia and 14 month old Michael
who took the whole ceremony very seriously showing
grandpa respect by crawling towards the East, much
to everyone’s amusement but the little tike was unable
to climb the stairs. Maybe he was looking for an appli-
cation.  Hey, you never know, we start training them
early nowadays.  By the way, did you know, not many
of us did, that our DDGM Gerard was a U.S. Coast
Guard for the Federal Government supervising the re-
pair of lighthouses on the East Coast and that he re-
tired after 40 years of service and Jerry is now enter-
taining his passion; he has become a dog groomer.
This is for animals only.  Don’t go to Jerry for a hair-
cut unless you don’t mind looking like a poodle.

We like to take the opportunity to thank you all for
the get well wishes, cards and phone calls regarding
Robert’s recuperation after the ordeal of his 5-hour
operation.  He is now sporting some built-in equip-
ment imported from Australia.  The operation went
well, and let me state that while the patient was un-
der heavy anesthesia he was oh so very cooperative
and mellow.  I think they should bottle that stuff and
sell it over the counter; us women would definitely
appreciate it. Also, the gurneys provided for after-
ward-resting are definitely not constructed for tall
people.  Otherwise everything is okay now. Let us go

back in time a bit, when Robert was awarded the
R∴W∴ as Grand Rep. to the Grand Lodge of Victoria,
Australia, maybe now a trip could be in the forecast
since he is able to practice start hopping with the
kangaroos, the body is now definitely equipped for it
-   just a thought.

Signing off till we chat again. B.
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PARTY ROOM
FOR RENT

Whitestone
Masonic Hall

Ideal for Parties, Meetings, 
Luncheons 

Dinners, etc. 
Occupancy 80 Space for

small bands
Dance Area

Fully Equipped
Commercial

Kitchen
Call

Peter Unfried
at

718-417-8703
Compliments of Peter Unfried

Bambi from 2

Sue and R∴W∴ Celestino Carlos

“FORGET ME NOT SISTERS” LUNCHEON
By Jerry Messina

On May 10, 2016, The Forget Me Not
Sisters of the 9th Manhattan District
enjoyed a beautiful Spring day spend-
ing several hours sharing memories
with friends, at the annual luncheon
held in their honor. This event was for-
mally called the Widow’s Luncheon
but, at the request of the ladies, and
with cooperation of the Past Masters
Association, the event now has a name
that suggests honor and remem-
brance, instead of sorrow and sadness.
This event is sponsored equally by the
Past Masters Association and the
Lodges hosting the surviving spouses
of their departed Brothers. 

Nineteen Forget Me Not Sisters
joined the twenty eight representatives
from their Lodges for dinner at The
Plattdeutsche Park Restaurant in Flo-
ral Park, NY. Entertainment was pro-
vided by the ole’ reliable accordion of

Brother Gus Sengenberger. A vocal
presentation of “Vilja Song” was mas-
terfully performed by Sister Barbara
Schmidt to the enjoyment of all. A
thank you to the Brothers was pre-
sented by Sister Gloria Kegg at the end
of the luncheon.

Special thanks to Brother Mike
Karapidis for his generous donation to
provide bouquets to each of our hon-
ored ladies. Thank you to the Past
Masters Association Officers in atten-
dance, Brothers Paul Ottati, Jose
Capella, and  Mark Rampanelli for
their diligent efforts to ensure a suc-
cessful day for the ladies. Also to Bro.
Jeff Arist for donating the “Cabbage
Patch” dolls given to the ladies on be-
half of the Shrine.

Recognition of our Forget Me Not
Sisters is a vital part of the history of
our 9th Manhattan District and should
never be forgotten. 



By Kevin Koeberl
Nearly two years earlier, in May of 2014, Broth-

ers of Lessing Lodge #608 met at Russo’s on the
Bay and surveyed the main ballroom; the “Renais-
sance Room”. The 150th Anniversary Committee
members, led by Chairman, Kevin Koeberl, gazed
out over the expansive space envisioning what the
configuration and décor would resemble on that
day of celebration scheduled for April 16th, 2016
with a guarantee of 225 guests. After much plan-
ning and preparation, this room came to life on
that Saturday evening in April filled with 375
Brothers, ladies, family and friends of Lessing
Lodge #608 F & AM.

This overwhelming attendance fulfilled the
promise and validates the legacy of all those Less-
ing Brothers who have spent 150 years of practic-
ing this life discipline that we call Freemasonry.
Our beloved Lessing Lodge forges ahead on a path
not unlike the Masonic traveler whose journey is
filled twists and turns but is sustained by the
strength of his commitment and the foundation of
his principles.

The renowned Russo’s cocktail hour having been
completed, the procession of Lessing Officers en-
tered the Ball Room along with Grand Lodge officers

and their ladies culminating in the entrance and in-
troduction of the Most Worshipful William J. Thomas
and his Lady, Susan Taylor Thomas.

The Chairman welcomed the assembly and
thanked all those who had worked tirelessly to make
the events surrounding this great milestone suc-
cessful and so heartily filled with the spirit of broth-
erly love, relief and truth. He acknowledged the con-
tributions of Brother Carter Dorzbacher for orches-
trating the celebratory Table Lodge; Brothers Peter
Unfried and Robert Schlichter, for their organizing,
accounting, and editing of the journal; Brother
Richard Huber for the design and commissioning of
the 150th bijou; Brother Erwin Gerbavsits for his fi-
nancial management as well as Brother Joe Kemmet
for his slideshow production which illustrated the
fellowship experienced by the Lessing family over the
past 25 years. Honorary Chairman, Brother Werner
Kniesel was commended for his authoring the histo-
ry of Lessing Lodge to the present.

When the first Master of Lessing Lodge, Philip
Heinrich secured Lessing Lodge’s charter in 1866, it
was a story similar to that of our 9th Manhattan sib-
ling Lodges. Lessing lodge was populated by German
immigrants and their sons. These butchers, bakers,
brewers and bankers worked and lived in Yorkville,
parts of Brooklyn and other German enclaves across
New York. In an era where no television, radio, inter-
net, cell phones or texting existed, these men enthu-
siastically looked to each other’s company under the
guiding light and principles of Freemasonry.

The progeny of these first Lessing Brothers rev-
eled in the company of the evening attentive to the

remarks offered by Lessing Lodge’s Master, Wor-
shipful Robert Hoefferle, who adeptly greeted those
assembled in both English and German. Right Wor-
shipful Grand Director of Ceremonies - Celestino
Carlos, Honorary Chairman – R∴W∴ Werner
Kniesel and District Deputy – R∴W∴ Jerry Messina
each spoke followed by the address of Grand Mas-
ter Thomas after dinner.  President of the Lessing
Sisters Circle, Christina Kemmet, greeted the crowd
and on behalf of the Sisters circle,  gifted all the
ladies in attendance a key chain with an emblazed
forget-me- not. Fellowcraft Club President and Less-
ing Junior Warden, Brother Jack Rohan, presented
the Lodge with a generous donation. Brother Jack
was joined by Lessing Senior Warden, Brother
Glenn Opperman who collectively, with the Lessing
officers, distributed flowers and snow globe forget-
me- not as a keepsake for all the lovely ladies.

After 150 years, 28 American Presidents, two
World Wars, a Cold War and scores of international
conflicts, the Brothers of Lessing Lodge continue our
labors in the quarries of Freemasonry with that
same fervor which has existed and sustained us
since the beginning.

If we study and reflect upon the accomplish-
ments of those original brothers and draw inspira-
tion from their work to move forward in a manner
that honors their memory, then perhaps, someday
future Brethren will speak of us as we speak of
them. We can only pray that Brothers like Philip
Heinrich are watching from the eternal east
pleased with our efforts.
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Town & Country Tuxedos
Warehouse Sale

New and Used Tuxedos and Accessories

Suffolk County Location
121 E. Sunrise Highway, Lindenhurst 631-888-1889

Compliments of Town & Country Tuxedos

See Brother Jeffrey Arist
of Trinity #12 at

1941 Wantagh Ave.
Wantagh, NY

Or Call 516-785-7711

Lessing 150th Anniversary Celebration

Heddy and Werner - Lessing 150th



By Bro. Jerry Messina
Grand Lodge Sessions was held on May 2nd and

May 3rd, 2016. This is the annual meeting at which
the future of Freemasonry in the State of New York is
determined.  If changes to our Craft are necessary, it
is here those changes are discussed and voted upon.
In past years, voting was conducted using paper bal-
lots. This process was time consuming, often caus-
ing the meeting to last well into the evening. Grand
Lodge now provides electronic devices to voting dele-
gates that instantly transmit the results of a vote to
video monitors strategically placed in the Grand

Lodge room. 
Many Ninth Manhattan members are unfamiliar

with the Grand Lodge voting process so a brief expla-
nation is appropriate. Attendance at Grand Lodge
Sessions is limited to one voting delegate from each
Lodge, that Brother must be the Master or Warden,
or an elected Proxy. Voting rights are also held by ap-
propriate Grand Lodge Officers.

The first day of Grand Lodge Sessions consists of
the introduction of Masonic leaders visitors from
Freemasonry worldwide, this year; the Grand Master
of Cuba was in attendance. Committee chairmen are

introduced, each reading their report into the min-
utes. Resolutions which were entered into the min-
utes last year are read, as are any new resolutions
from the current year.

Space does not permit listing every resolution
however; I will list two resolutions which have direct
impact on the Lodges.

1. Grand Lodge has had a longstanding prohibition
of gambling of any kind in the Lodges. Resolution was
made and passed to permit raffle tickets and/or
50/50 chances to be sold at Lodge events. There is to
be no advertisement of such games posted anywhere
outside of the Lodge. The prohibition of other games
of chance or gambling events remains in effect.

2. A resolution was passed to lower the age re-
quirement to petition a Lodge for membership from
21 to 18 years of age. The Grand Master reminded
us, the final decision of who qualifies for member-
ship still remains with the membership of the Lodge.

On the second day of Grand Lodge Sessions, nom-
inations and election of the Grand Line takes place.
A photo has been imbedded in this article, with cap-
tions of our newly elected Grand Line.

After elections were completed, the Elected and
Appointed Officers of Grand Lodge of the State of
New York were invested during a public investiture
ceremony. The Ninth Manhattan District sends good
wishes and Godspeed to the new leaders of our
beloved Fraternity.

By Robert Hoefferle
April 30, 2016 arrived as scheduled and proved to

be a fair and mild-weathered day for the occasion of
the 102nd Annual Charity Ball under the auspices of
the 2015-2016 Master's Association of the Ninth
Manhattan Masonic District.

Coming right on the heels of Lessing Lodge's very
strongly-attended 150th Anniversary Ball two weeks
earlier, the District came together at VILLA BARONE
MANOR for the benefit of the German Masonic Char-
itable Foundation.  Villa Barone has proven to be a
popular setting for this social event and has hosted
it for three of the last four years.

Many Brothers, ladies and guests of the District
arrived before the start of the Cocktail hour so as to
fully enjoy the tasty specialties and kibitz with the
guests from other lodges in the District. The atten-
dees then retired to the main ballroom and entered
to the music of Pat Farrell and his band which im-
mediately created a festive vibe in the room. Pat Far-
rell previously entertained us during the Cocktail
hour by playing solo on his keyboard.

The Master of Ceremony for the event was W∴
Frederik Jente of Herder Lodge #698, who was kept
busy by an influx of last-minute attendees which ne-
cessitated the addition of a few extra tables.  He pro-
ceeded to announce the Masters of the District and
their ladies, Past Grand Treasurer R∴W∴ Kurt Ott
and his lady Ruth, Grand Director of Ceremonies
R∴W∴ Celestino Carlos and his lady Sue and Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master R∴W∴ Jerry Messina
and his lady Barbara, who all entered the Ballroom
to strong applause.

The District Deputy started the evening with an in-
vocation.  This was followed by a toast given by W∴

Robert Hoefferle of Lessing Lodge #608 who alluded
to our pride in staging the Charity Ball for over a
century and our faith in continuing our great work
into the future.

Immediately following, the obligatory group photo-
graph was taken after several attempts to organize
the entire crowd into a cohesive whole which did not
stretch from one end of the hall to the other end.
The many Wardens of the District were then an-
nounced, recognized and thanked for their support
and attendance.

As the affair continued, R∴W∴ Jerry Messina pre-
sented the Wolfgang Schlichter Traveling Gavel
Award to Uhland Lodge#735 for holding the Travel-
ing Gavel for the longest period of time since the last
Charity Ball.  Uhland Lodge and W∴ Pedro Maldon-
ado become the 4th recipients memorialized on the
plaque.  The Gavel still currently resides with Uh-
land Lodge on City Island in the Bronx.

W∴ Robert Hoefferle, the President of the 112th
Master's Association, made a special presentation
during his remarks.  On behalf of the Master's Asso-
ciation, he presented Bro. Dr. Richard Tscherne of
Trinity Lodge #12 with a beautiful framed Certificate
of Appreciation which was adorned with the Dis-
trict's logo and lauded Dr. Tscherne for his efforts to
ensure the success of the Association at the last few
Traubenfests. Dr. Tscherne spent significant
amounts of time each afternoon to promote the As-
sociation's yearly raffle with its main prize of a
Wheelbarrow of Cheer.  His voluntary efforts were
greatly appreciated.

W∴ Bro. Robert also recognized and thanked his
officers and fellow Masters, namely, W Frederik

Jente, who as Vice-President and M. of C. made sure
that all details were covered.  He thanked the Secre-
tary, W:. Mark Rampanelli, for the diligent work
throughout the year; the Treasurer, W∴ Paul With-
jack, for keeping the Association in the black; and
W∴ Robert Quaglio for keeping track of the tickets
and the ads.

The President then called upon R∴W∴ Peter Un-
fried, the President of the German Masonic Charita-
ble Foundation, to accept an envelope representing
the net proceeds from the Charity Ball Journal.  The
President of the GMCF thanked W∴ Bro. Robert and
extended his congratulations to the Master's Associ-
ation.  He further recognized R∴W∴ Larry Wund for
the design and layout of the Journal.  This year's
journal featured a cover photo of the candidate/peti-
tioner seeking light as depicted in the stained glass
window installed in the anteroom of the Masonic Hall
in Whitestone.  It was announced that the Journal
raised over ten thousand dollars which would be
supplemented by a donation of the GMCF and ear-
marked for the Noble Ninth's efforts to stabilize our
100 year-old building in Tappan.

Before the Ladies of the District were presented
with lovely bouquets, the evening's last speaker,
R∴W∴ Jerry Messina, wistfully remarked that this
would be his last public affair and thus close out his
busy two years of service to the District.  He thanked
his wife Barbara for making his service possible and
allegorically exhorted the attendees to build bridges
by living according to our Masonic tenets of friend-
ship, morality and brotherly love.

With music and dancing continuing to midnight, it
was another page in the long history of our District.

Summer Issue 2016 9th Masonic Manhattan News Page 5

Frank P.
Chrissotimos
Vice President — Investments

Wells Fargo, Advisors, LLC

1211 Avenue of the Americas
27th Floor
New York, NY 10036

Tel. 212-205-2890
Fax 212-205-2816
800-655-7444
Frank.chrissotimos@wellsfargoadvisors.com
Member FINRA/SIPC

ADVISORS

Compliments of
Frank P. Chrissotimos

Gemelli         Jewelers
66-10 Fresh Pond Road
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-628-9767

158-22 Crossbay Blvd
Howard Beach, NY

11414
718-529-5377

69-13 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

718-446-5600

Most Mason
Jewelry at

This Location

ALL RINGS CAN COME
10K, 14K, 18K OR STERLING SILVER

We also make
charms, cuff links,

tie tacs, and all kinds
of jewels

We give
discounts to all

Brothers
and Family

Call for a Free brochure!

Compliments of
Gemelli Jewelers

The 102nd Charity Ball

2016 GRAND LODGE SESSIONS

PLEASE BE INFORMED
THAT OUR NEWSPAPER IS

NOW AVAILABLE 
ON THE INTERNET AT

www.leepubnet.com/masonicnews

mailto:Frank.chrissotimos@wellsfargoadvisors.com
http://www.leepubnet.com/masonicnews


Page 6 9th Masonic Manhattan News Summer Issue 2016

By Bob Stein
The members of the Ninth Manhat-

tan District would like to thank the
past District Deputy Grand Master,
R∴W∴ Jerry Messina, and the past
Grand Director of Ceremonies, R∴W∴
Celestino Carlos, for all they did for the
district these past two years.  We
would like to congratulate the new Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master R∴W∴ Pe-
ter Unfried and the Grand Steward
R∴W∴ Bob Stein on their new position
and wish them a successful and pro-
ductive two years. They continue to en-
courage the Brothers and Sisters of the
Ninth Manhattan to actively partici-
pate in the many district functions.
The Ninth Manhattan continues to be
one of the busiest districts in the state
and the calendar is filling up quickly.

Trinity Lodge #12 is beginning to
plan for their 225th anniversary which
takes place in 2020.  They have dele-
gated a committee to begin prepara-
tions for a great celebration.  In antici-
pation of  helping the Brothers, the sis-
ters of the Trinity Sister Circle host-
ed a “Night at the Races” at Kismet
Shrine.  It was held on April 9th, and
the ladies would like to thank all those
who attended for their support.  It was
a fun evening with a great dinner and
many raffle prizes.  Those in atten-
dance enjoyed an evening of laughs
and camaraderie with our Masonic
family.  The brothers of Trinity would
like to thank the W∴ Paul Withjack for
doing a great job as Master as the reign
is passed to W∴ Jeff Arist.  We con-
gratulate Jeff and the new line as they
assume their new positions. The
Brothers would also like to thank
R∴W∴ Werner Kress for doing a fine
job as election officer and installation
officer.  Congratulations to Trinity’s Sr.
Warden, Pat Donohue, on the birth of
a new grandchild.  Both Pat and his
wife MaryJane traveled to Florida for
the blessed event.

The Master of King Solomon
Beethoven Lodge #232, W∴ James
Reichmann, passed the gavel to the
W∴ Brian Williams.  We would like to
thank the W∴ James Reichmann for a
job well done as he presided over the
degree of Master Mason with the dra-
ma portrayal in full costume.  This was
quite an accomplishment because it
was done with only King Solomon
Brothers. The Hiramic Drama was pre-
sented using costumes lent to them by
Lessing Lodge.  A special thank you
was expressed to the Past Masters As-
sociation who provided the new Craft-
men’s costumes.

Copernicus Lodge #545 hosted the
homecoming for the, R∴W∴ Jerry
Messina.  It was a pleasant evening
and the various Lodges of the district
thanked him for a successful two years
in office.  It was bittersweet for the
R∴W∴ Messina as he passes the
reigns to his successor and he re-
claims his family life. He will fade qui-
etly into the background and once
again take on his greatest role…..as
Gampie! Once again, Copernicus
thanks V∴W∴ Rick Witthohn for serv-

ing as Master as the gavel passes to
the W∴ Joe Lackner.  

Allemania Lodge #740 hosted the
homecoming of  R∴W∴ Celestino Car-
los. R∴W∴ Jerry Messina and his
lovely wife Barbara presented R∴W∴
Carlos with a Grand Lodge bomber
jacket as a thank you for being his co-
hort in crime during the past two
years.  Welcome home and we wish
you and Sue quiet evenings once
again.  The Sisters Circle of Allemania
Lodge held their second annual Denim
and Diamond night in Whitestone.
They successfully raised funds which
will be donated to the Shriners Hospi-
tal in Philadelphia.

Lessing Lodge #608 has been very
busy and  active in the district.  They
held a very successful and moving Fest
Lodge.  Since the 125th anniversary,
sixty-six brothers have passed.  Their
names were read by the Secretary,
Werner Kniesel, and Dennis Christiani
rang a chime for each deceased mem-
ber.  Carter Dorzbacher ran a special
British Table Lodge.  The Master gave
150th Anniversary Bijous first to the
Lodge officers, then to everyone in the
room which consisted of over ninety
brothers.  Not only was the Ninth Man-
hattan District present but there was
representations from the 10th Man-
hattan District, Queens District and
the 3rd Kings District. Allemania, the
Daughter Lodge of Lessing Lodge, do-
nated one hundred decorated aprons
to Lessing Lodge in honor of their
150th anniversary.  A light moment oc-
curred after the Sr. officer gave out
medallions.  R∴W∴ Werner Kniesel
commented on how nice it was to see
everyone wearing German colors to
support the German soccer team!  The
Brothers of Lessing hosted their 150th
Anniversary celebration at Russo’s on
the Bay.  It was a wonderful evening
with a sold out crowd of approximately
400 guests.  The band was great and
had people up on the dance floor all
night.  The food was delicious and the
Viennese Hour was spectacular.  The
Lessing Sisters Circle gave out very
nice key chains and the “Forget-me-
not” musical water globes were very
impressive favors.  The Brothers of
Lessing dotted all the “I”’s and crossed
all the “T”s and should be commended
on a great night.

Congratulations to Leo Valente of
Herder Lodge #698, on receiving his
40 year certificate and pin. We also
congratulate W∴ Frederik Jente on re-
ceiving the Lewis Jewel. His father was
a member of Socrates Lodge. Herder
Lodge will have their summer picnic on
July 9th at Tappan.  Along with
Herder, Allemania, Schiller and Less-
ing will also have their picnics at Tap-
pan on the same day. 

The Brothers of Uhland Lodge #735
continue to be very busy.  April 12th
was a very special night for Uhland
Lodge.  Congratulations to the W∴ Pe-
dro Maldonado as he presented the
distinguished Dewitt Clinton Award to
the Honorable Ruben Diaz Jr., bor-
ough President of the Bronx.  Our

thoughts remain with our Brother
R∴W∴ Jay Garcia as he continues to
struggle with his loss. The lovely Gab-
by remains in our prayers and we con-
tinue to pray for Jay and his family
during this very difficult time.  Our
prayers are also with Bro. Raoul Mon-
terro as he recovers from a motorcycle
accident in Florida.  Uhland Lodge
also hosted their 143rd Dinner Dance
at Maestro’s Restaurant.  It was a very
successful evening and all those in at-
tendance had a great time.  

Please keep Brother Rolf  Poetsch of
Socrates Lodge in your prayers.  He is
in the hospital and prayers and hugs
are appreciated.  Pray also for Ewe
Enke as he has been moved to hospice
care in the Harbour House.  Under the
leadership of the R∴W∴ Doug
Spadarg, Socrates Lodge who has al-
ways conducted their meetings in Ger-
man, the native tongue, voted to begin
using English.

Harmony Lodge held an awards
and honor night in Sparkill.  The W∴
Mike Livni did a great job presenting
the Dedicated Service Award and
apron to Bro. Walter Ostendorf.  His
family was there to witness this ac-
complishment.  Bro. Dominic Napoli
was also presented with the Lewis
Jewel as was his son Sal and his
grandson Sal Jr.  It was an open meet-
ing and the ladies were welcomed to
witness these accomplishments. 

Von Mensch Lodge #765 just lost
their beloved Klaus Vogel.  Please pray
for his wife Collette and his family.  I
will miss Klaus and his kind manner.
He was beloved by all who knew him.

The Past Masters Sister’s Circle
hosted another very successful Chi-
nese auction.  All the money raised
went to support the charities that the
sisters chose.

This year the sisters chose to send
donations to the Masonic Research Fa-
cility in Utica, Shriner’s Children Hos-
pital in Philadelphia, and Camp Turk..

The Grand Master’s Ball was held at

Russo’s on the Bay.  It was a packed
house and the Grand Master of Cuba
was also in attendance.  This was GM
M∴W∴ Bill Thomas’ last social event
of his tenure and it was he and the
lovely Susan Taylor Thomas’ swan
song.  

Once again, the Ninth Manhattan
district held a very successful Blood
drive under the leadership of chair-
men Adi Lins.  Adi has been doing this
for quite some time and we are thank-
ful to him for all his efforts.  We are
also thankful to the R∴W∴ Larry
Wund for his continued efforts in pre-
senting the Districts annual Hiramic
Drama at Whitestone.  This is an edu-
cational event to reinforce the work
done by the individual lodges to teach
the Master Masons. 

The Brothers and Sisters of the
Ninth Manhattan should be commend-
ed for their continued good works and
dedication to the Masonic fraternity.
Their willingness to give of themselves
is what continues to make the Ninth
Manhattan District strong.

News From the Noble Ninth

Dewitt Clinton Award for Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. with Brothers from the 9th.



By Jerry Messina
A longstanding tradition in the 9th Manhattan dis-

trict is celebrating the outgoing of the designated
Grand Lodge officers at the beginning of their journey,
then, after two years celebrating their return to the
district.

When R∴W∴ Celestino’s name was suggested for
the Staff Officer appointment, all in the district knew
of his recent health issues that may have interfered
with two years of arduous service to our Fraternity.
Because of his years as an electrical engineer R∴W∴
Celestino dealt this problem in a logical way……a per-
sonal test of his fortitude. After receiving medical
clearance from his doctor, Celestino decided to test
his endurance by walking the Steuben Day parade
route before accepting the nomination. We all can be
happy the test went well, allowing our Brother Celesti-
no to successfully complete his two year term.

The Staff Officer is responsible for the Masonic
Brotherhood Fund in the district as well as adminis-
tering the three education courses required by Grand
Lodge annually. With the assistance of R∴W∴ Georg
Dauterman, Celestino effectively completed the re-
quired education requirements for the Brothers of the
9th Manhattan District. As his partner for the past
two years, it is my honor to have worked with a Broth-
er who cheerfully attended every meeting and event
we were required to attend, and others we were not.

On April 18, 2016, Worshipful Bob Quaglio and
Allemania 740 graciously invited the district to attend
the Public Homecoming of their Brother, R∴W∴ Ce-
lestino Carlos. In attendance were: Aneli and Aloy,
daughter and son of Celestino and Sue as well as
members of their extended family Dieter and Ursula
Borbeck.

After being escorted in to the Lodge by R∴W∴ Wal-
ter Fingerle PDDGM, Celestino was welcomed to the

East where Grand Honors were given. A warm wel-
come was offered by the Master of the Lodge, after
which, brevities were offered by R∴W∴ Mike Moriarty,
R∴W∴ Werner Kniesel, R∴W∴ Kurt Ott, and R∴W∴
Jerry Messina.

R∴W∴ Martin Richards, Staff Officer in the 6th
Manhattan spoke fondly of his friend Celestino after
which his lady Rosetta presented a handmade embroi-
dered Masonic dinner bib worn by many Past Grand
Masters to Celestino. After a heartfelt thank you to the
district from his lady Sue, Celestino made his farewell
speech. He closed his talk with a phrase that will be
long remembered in the district “If Celestino can do
it…….anyone can do it”.

After serving with Celestino and Sue for two years,
Barbara and I both know we were paired with two fine
people from the district who consider loyalty and
friendship, their rule and guide through life . . . 
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By Bro. Jerry Messina
The annual meeting of the Noble Ninth Inc. was

held in Whitestone Masonic Hall on Sunday, May 15,
2016.  In addition to the seven trustees of the Noble
Ninth Inc, voting delegates from eleven of the thir-
teen lodges of the district were present in addition to
other interested Brothers of the district were in at-
tendance. The following Trustees were in atten-
dance, R∴W∴ Kurt Ott, R∴W∴ Robert Schimmel,
W∴ Bob Quaglio, W∴ Steve Schwartz, Bro. Glenn
Opperman, W∴ John Farina, and Bro. Joe Kemmet.

The agenda for this meeting in addition to the
election of one Trustee was the presentation of fi-
nancial reports, revisions to the Noble Ninth Inc.
By-Laws were to be presented for ratification, as
well as providing the District with updates with re-
gard to the roof reconstruction work at the “Old
Home” in Tappan.

Following the invocation by R∴W∴ Peter Unfried,
DDGM, construction reports were given by W∴ Bob
Quaglio and Bro. Joe Kemmet describing the ongo-
ing roof project as well as a slide presentation show-
ing the deteriorated condition of the roof. The repairs
in progress are necessary to prevent further damage
to the building. Additionally, the slide presentation
clearly depicted the massive clean-up of debris and
foliage from the property that has been completed.

The revised by-laws were presented and after dis-
cussion, it was voted upon to postpone the ratifica-
tion vote to the next meeting after minor errors
would be corrected. 

The election of one Trustee was held to replace
Bro. Robert Schimmel after serving as Treasurer on
the Board for eight years. The district members
thanked Bro. Robert for his dedicated service.

The Trustees of the Noble Ninth Inc are; 
President W∴ Steve Schwartz
Vice President Bro. Joe Kemmet
Treasurer W∴ Mark Rampanelli
Secretary W∴ Robert Quaglio
Trustees R∴W∴ Kurt Ott,

W∴ John Farina,
Bro. Glenn Opperman

The Ninth Manhattan District extends their
thanks to the Trustees, past and present, for their
dedication and service to the Noble Ninth.
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By Jerry Messina
Awards Night in any Lodge is a very

special time when Brothers who have
made exceptional achievements are rec-
ognized. On May 23, 2016, Harmony
199 hosted their Awards Night to pres-
ent the Dedicated Service Award and
the Lewis Jewels to Brothers of the
Lodge. Upon my arrival in Sparkill, it
was evident this would indeed be spe-
cial night because of the number of
ladies who were present.

The Dedicated Service Award is pre-
sented to a Brother who has proven he
is a pillar of strength in the Lodge. He is
the Brother who volunteers for any
task, and reliably gets it done. He is the
Brother who takes new Brothers “under
his wing” for mentoring and helps with
their proficiency and advancement. The
Brother in the Lodge wearing the DSA
apron is an integral part of the success
of the Lodge, even if he has chosen not
to seek advancement to the East.

The Dedicated Service Award was pre-
sented to Bro. Walter Ostendorf for his
many years of outstanding work in Har-
mony 199. The DSA apron was present-
ed to Bro. Walter by his wife Marianne
and grandson, Bro. John Hopkins. Wor-

shipful Master, Michael Livni, who rec-
ommended Bro. Walter for this honor,
proudly assisted with the presentation.
Andrea Hopkins and Monica Ostendorf
also took part in this emotional presen-
tation to Brother Walter. 

The Lewis Jewel is an award that rec-
ognizes the father and son relationship
of Brothers in our Fraternity. The 9th
Manhattan District has presented more
than 60 Lewis Jewels during the last
two years. Many of the jewels awarded
to our Brothers, recognize grandsons as
well. Harmony 199 enjoyed the honor of
presenting three-bar Lewis Jewels to
three of their Brothers during the
Awards Night ceremonies. Brothers;
Dom Napoli, Salvatore Napoli Sr, and
Salvatore Napoli Jr. were presented
their Lewis Jewels by Worshipful
Michael Livni with the assistance of
their ladies.

Other presentations were made in-
cluding, the Holy Bible given to Bro.
Archie Erboli. George Washington Me-
morial pins were presented to Brothers
Andrew Quo, Larry Wund, Robert
Welsch, and myself in appreciation of
the help given to the Master during the
journey of Harmony 199 to Alexandria,

Virginia on March 5, 2016
A brief presentation was made by

newly raised Brother,  Richard Padilla
describing the recent travels of the
Lodge to Rhode Island. Before the enjoy-
able evening came to an end, the Mas-
ter thanked his daughter Julianne for

her participation as photographer, as
well as Bro. Stan Pratniki for volunteer-
ing to provide organ music for the
evening. My personal thanks are offered
to Harmony Lodge for inviting the Past
District Deputy to assist with the pres-
entation of awards.

HARMONY LODGE AWARDS NIGHT

L-R: Dominic & Annmarie Napoli, Sal Sr. & Arlinda Napoli, 
Martina & Sal, Jr. Napoli

NOBLE NINTH INC. ANNUAL MEETING

L-R: Bro. Joe Kemmet, W∴ Mark Rampanelli, Bro. Glenn Opperman, 
W∴ Steve Schwartz, R∴W∴ Kurt Ott, W∴ John Farina, W∴ Robert Quaglio

In Memoriam
Bro. Werner Heckmann .....Harmony Lodge  #199

Bro. Bernhard Schnoor ......Harmony Lodge  #199

R∴W∴ Klaus Vogel ....Von Mensch Lodge  #795

R∴W∴ Dale Farber .........Allemania Lodge #740
(United Brothers) 

Please send all Memorial notices to
Bob Stein at bobstein12@aol.com

mailto:bobstein12@aol.com


By Georg Dauterman
The term of office for these two outstanding men

and Masons was capped and highlighted at their
Roast and Toast hosted by the 2015-2016 Masters
Association. There were about 40 brothers in atten-
dance; all who were there for an evening of light
humor, brotherly pointed jest and ultimately end-
ing in the warmth of congratulations of a two year
commitment serving our craft, our district and our
Grand Lodge. 

The Master of Ceremonies, W:. Robert Hoefferle,
led the evening in fine fashion, presenting the hon-
orees; setting the tone for the evening while being
light hearted with just enough jabs to start the
laughter. This was followed by an invitation to
every brother to comment on the two years of serv-
ice completed. 

Notable comments included Brother Jerry’s work
at bringing our district “to the dogs” and the some-
times excessive length of his addresses. There was
a notable comparison of Brother Jerry and Celesti-
no to the Tortoise and the Hare.

There were many more jabs and jest given that
evening; but most noteworthy was that every
brother ended his remarks with the warmth the
two years for whole hearted service brought for-
ward.  

The honoree’s had a chance for rebuttal – the re-
buttal became thanks for having them serve in
their respective offices. The question arose as to
their feelings in completing their term; with both

brothers in agreement that they shared the relief of
not having to shoulder so much responsibility,  but
were better men for having shared such a meaning-
ful experience with the Brethren.

By W. Stanley Pratnicki
The Brothers of Uhland Lodge #735 presented the

DeWitt Clinton Award to Bronx Borough President
Rugen Diaz Jr. Monday, April 11, 2016.  Worshipful
Pedro Maldonado presided over a lodge room filled
with visiting brothers and guests. The Worshipful
Master noted among Mr. Diaz’s accomplishments the
programs of economic development, housing, educa-
tion and the creation of over 15,000 jobs through the
Bronx Overall Economic Development Corp.

R∴W∴ Louis Juers presented a brief history of
Freemasonry in the Metropolitan area and the bene-
ficial programs it has sponsored over the years.

W∴ Angel Bonilla presented an historical lecture
regarding the award.  The DeWitt Clinton award rec-
ognizes exceptional community service by non-Ma-

sonic organizations and individuals who demon-
strate the principles and practices held in high es-
teem by Freemasons.  DeWitt Clinton (March 2,1769
–February 11, 1828) served as a U.S. Senator, New
York City Mayor and New York State Governor.  He
dedicated his life to service, striving for advances in
public education and the introduction of modern
technologies.  He served as New York State Grand
Master from 1806 to 1819, longer than any other
Mason.

Mr. Diaz was very gracious in his acceptance and
humbled in the recognition that his own beliefs mir-
rored those advanced by Freemasonry.  

After the Benediction, offered by W∴ Jose Capella,
all were welcomed to a collation provided by the
Brothers of Uhland Lodge.
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Uhland Lodge Presents the DeWitt Clinton Award

Roast and Toast of
R∴W∴ Gerald Messina and R∴W∴ Celestino Carlos

DDE Jerry Messina and Staff Celestino Carlos.
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Masonic Yacht Club
www.masonicyachtclub.com

"A Family Club of 
International Distinction"

I’m sitting on the deck letting the warmth of
the sun drain the frosty chill of the very long win-
ter and very wet spring from my body.  As I em-
brace the change in weather, the memory of tem-
peratures that never rose, the snowy mess that
never melted fades quickly from my thoughts.
The daffodils are gone and the tulip blooms are
starting to fade, replaced by spring blooms of vi-
brant hues.  Our hope for a better tomorrow has
been realized and I welcome spring with open
arms.   Our feathered friends are arriving daily
from their journey south and the sound of their
chirping greets the rising of the sun.  Familiar
faces of our snowbirds are brightening our today
as they too are arriving with tales of a golden
winter.  Temperatures are predicted for the up-
per eighties through Memorial Day weekend and
I welcome the approaching summer with a very
big smile!!!  

The March meeting of the MYC was held at the
Landmark Restaurant in Roslyn and those in at-
tendance enjoyed a pleasant evening of business
and pleasure.  It is always a wonderful evening
to greet old friends and catch up on the latest
news while taking care of upcoming business.
The MYC continues to grow and we now have
close to 200 members on the roster.  We are al-
ways looking for interested individuals and we
encourage anyone who might consider joining to
come to one of our meetings.  This is the only
Masonic group that includes woman as First
Mates and are present at the meetings.  Their in-
put is not only encouraged but greatly appreciat-
ed.  It is an evening out with your lady in a very
relaxed atmosphere.  

Our new Commodore, Jeff Arist and the Past
Commodores welcome all suggestions for new
activities or how to improve existing ones.
Everyone’s input is not only welcomed but
strongly encouraged.  This is your club and we
encourage participation by all its members.  Our
Commodore and the Bridge will consider all sug-
gestions and looks forward to hearing from you. 

Plans are under way for the annual sailing re-
gatta at Camp Turk.   The 2016 trophies have
been ordered and the camp is being spruced up
for the arrival of the boys and girls.  Those of you
that have children or grandchildren between the
ages of eight and sixteen should consider send-
ing your children to Camp Turk.  There are so
many activities to take part in.  Check their web
site and see what is available that will make your
little campers smile.  Many of our Masonic broth-
ers and sisters do not realize what a gem we have
with Camp Turk as our very own Masonic Camp
for children.  If you have an opportunity to be in
that section of the state stop in and ask for a
tour.  I promise that you will like what you see.
Grand Masters’ Day at Camp is during the girl’s
week in August and presents an opportunity for
you to view the camp.

St John’s weekend, June 24th – 26th in Utica,
would be a perfect time to visit Camp Turk.  The

camp will be available for you to tour during St.
Johns’ weekend if you are planning to be in Uti-
ca for the festivities.  If you have never been to
St. John’s Weekend, I encourage you to consider
attending this year.  The new Grand Lodge offi-
cers will be installed for the next two year terms.
It is a great weekend to explore the Masonic
Campus and research facility in Utica.  Hospital-
ity rooms for the Masonic districts welcome
guests and it is a great time for Masonic cama-
raderie.  There are many planned activities for all
family members including children.  Our Secre-
tary, Robert Stein, will also be installed as the
Grand Steward of the Ninth Manhattan District.
Many of you may also know Peter Unfried who
will be installed as the District Deputy of the
Ninth Manhattan District.  Please consider sup-
porting the new Grand Lodge officers by your
participation at St. John’s weekend this year.  

The Grand Lodge Secretary’s golf outing is
quickly approaching.  The MYC has been a
great supporter of this event for a number of
years. Once again, we will be sponsoring two
foursomes.  We will also sponsor two holes for
this worthwhile cause.    This has proven to be
a great day of golf followed by an evening of
good food, Masonic camaraderie, raffles and
awards.  It is a wonderful time for Masons of
the different districts to get to know each other.
Please consider supporting this event and you
will have a great time as well.  Contact Bob
Stein or Paul Withjack for further information
or to sign up to participate.

The official opening Day of the MYC will be
June 5, 2015 at Captain Bill’s.  We will have a
public installation ceremony to officially recog-
nize the officers which were presented by nomi-
nation committee chairmen Ed Middendorf.  We
would like to thank Bro. Middendorf for his ef-
forts in setting the slate of officers.  He has al-
ways given freely of his time and we are very
grateful to him.  He will also take over the duties
of the formal installation and we are grateful to
him for accepting this responsibility.  Bro. Fred
Lange has been taking on that responsibility for
a number of years and has decided that it was
time to let another brother have the opportunity
to do the installation.  We are very grateful to Bro
Lange, Herder Lodge, for his many years of serv-
ice and wish him well as he has decided to pur-
sue some additional free time.  The Brothers will
be sworn in and presented with the burgee of
their office.  Each burgee will be hoisted up the
flagpole to fly majestically in the breeze.   It is
very impressive to see the officers in their crisp
white uniforms standing at attention on the
beautiful, huge deck at Captain Bill’s.   Following
the installation of Officers and the laying of the
wreath, there will be a brunch buffet with count-
less choices of both breakfast foods and dinner
choices. Music for your listening pleasure will be
provided.  This is a great event so make plans to
join us for an awesome afternoon.  We invite any

member of the Noble Ninth or any other district
to join us if you would like to know more about
the Masonic Yacht Club.  Even if you have no de-
sire to become a member, join us for a most en-
joyable afternoon to welcome the coming of sum-
mer.  Call Bob Stein to make a reservation and
be prepared to share a lovely afternoon.

Please continue to keep Brother Uwe Enke in
your thoughts.  Sister Brenda Clinton, Uwe’s close
friend, called to let us know that Brother Uwe has
been moved to the care of Hospice.  Please keep
him in your thoughts and prayers at this difficult
time.  Please also keep Bro. Karl Hank in your
thoughts.  Brother Karl would love to hear from
you with your well wishes.  If you have an oppor-
tunity, let him know that you are thinking about
him.  Brother Vinny Savoco continues to make
great strides in his recovery and the MYC is keep-
ing him and his wife Rosanna in their prayers.  

Our ship store coordinator, Brenda, has decid-
ed to take some well- earned leisure time and will
pass the running of the ships store to Vivian
Becker of the Trinity Lodge Sister Circle.  We
want to thank Brenda for her many years of serv-
ice and devotion to the MYC and wish her well as
she enjoys some additional free time.  We thank
Vivian for taking over the responsibility of the
ships store and we welcome her aboard.

Bro. Fred and Rich Stein returned safely from
their yearly spring ski week.  This year they
spent the time at Steamboat in Colorado and re-
ported great skiing.  Brother Fred just returned
from Austin, Texas, where he completed another
Tough Mudder Race to support the Wounded
Warriors.  Bro. Rick Witthohn and sister Barbara
of Copernicus Lodge recently transported a pa-
tient to the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia for
treatment.  We thank them for their participation
in the transportation unit of Kismet Shrine.  Sis-
ter Barbara Palillo is the Associate Grand Mar-
shall, Order of the Eastern Star, NY 2016 and
Matron of Metlakhattn Chapter in Sayville.  We
wish her well in all her duties.  We also wish Alex
Toth, son of our own Ellen Toth, congratulations
on his graduation from Ithaca and best of luck
as her returns to Long Island to do his musical
student teaching in the Island Trees School Dis-
trict.  Joe and Vivian Becker of Trinity Lodge had
a wonderful trip to London where they went to
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visit their son Joey who is a Junior at BU and is
studying abroad this semester.  Luann and Chris
Dunne’s daughter Caroline, a member of Trinity
Sister Circle, just completed her first year at Al-
bany State and is looking forward to summer
and their son Christopher, will be singing with
the specialty chorus at the Long Island Ducks
game this weekend.

The Masonic Yacht Club is registered with
Yachting Club of America and is listed in their
Reciprocity Guide.  The MYC is also listed on the
YCA’s Website.  As a member of the Masonic
Yacht Club, you automatically become a member
of YCA, the oldest existing Yacht Club organiza-
tion in America.  A Reciprocal Courtesy Card will
be mailed to you with your membership which
entitles you to the use of the facilities of all mem-
ber clubs.  One of the perks of being a member
of the MYC is the Reciprocity Card.  Some of the
members reported that they have used it recent-
ly and received great discounts.  They reported
that it can be used in numerous places and they
not only were able to purchase dinner at many
Yacht Clubs but they also received large dis-
counts for their boats.  This included the first
night free for overnight stays, and reduced prices

for boat dockage.  I have enjoyed wonderful
evenings and great food at a variety of clubs on
Long Island.  It is a pleasure to be able to utilize
the reciprocity benefit for a special evening out at
a beautiful location that is not a public venue.   

The Masonic Yacht Club and its First Mates
Club is for nautically minded individuals who
enjoy an evening out with friends.  You do not
have to be a boat owner to enjoy and benefit from
membership in this organization.  Please attend
one of our meetings to experience what we are
about. For those out there that are interested in
learning more about us, come to our next meet-
ing.   For more information or directions, call
Bob Stein at 631-422-6559.  New shipmates are
always encouraged to attend.  Boaters and non-
boaters alike, we Welcome You Aboard!

Kruisin’ from 10

Last night of Metropolitan District Deputies and Grand Master of Cuba

Serving the Legal Needs
of the 

Ninth Manhattan 
District

for over 60 Years

RICHARD A. KATZ, P.C.

301 North Main Street, Suite 4
New City, NY 10956

228 East 45th Street - 17th Floor
New York, NY 10017

(Phone) 212-935-5522 • (Fax) 845-638-6725
Email: rakatzesq@aol.com
Compliments of Richard A. Katz, P.C.

mailto:rakatzesq@aol.com


Page 12 9th Masonic Manhattan News Summer Issue 2016

The German Masonic
Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

c/o GMCF Publishing 
Committee 

149-39 11th Avenue,
Whitestone, NY 11357 

SUMMER PICNICS 
AROUND the 

DISTRICT

Trinity Lodge # 12- Sunday - July 17th at
Belmont Lake State Park In North Babylon at Pine
Pavilion 12 noon 

Schiller Lodge # 304 - Saturday –July 9th Tappan Park –
12 noon

Lessing Fellowcraft Picnic – Saturday –July 9th Tappan
Park

Uhland Lodge # 735 - Sunday – August 14th Tappan
Park

Allemania Lodge # 740 – Saturday – July 9th Tappan at
12 noon

Von Mensch Lodge # 765 - Sunday – June 12th Tappan
at 12:30 PM

Copernicus Lodge #545 - Saturday - July 30th Roy
Puckhaber’s house

59th Annual German American
Steuben Parade

Saturday - September 17th
Bus will be leaving from Whitestone at

10:00 AM. 
Coffee and Donuts Served 

Bus and Breakfast courtesy of 
the Past Master's

The Bus will return to Whitestone after the 
parade where the German Masonic Charitable

Foundation Inc. will again be providing 
traditional German Food along with refreshments

The Traveling Man 
Bluegrass Festival

is coming to Tappan
on Sunday June 12th 12 

Noon to 7 PM
Tickets are $10.00 in advance, 

$15.00 at the Door!

with Buddy Merriam and Back Roads
Featuring: Buckeye Rooster, Dubl Handi, 
No Brakes, RJ Storm & Old School




