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By Bob Stein
The Brothers of the District continue to support

both the Noble Ninth and the Grand Lodge of the
State of New York by their active participation in the
many events sponsored by both the District and the
state.  The Brothers show this support by their con-
tinued involvement in District and State activities
which demonstrates their commitment and devotion
to the brotherhood and the tenets of true Masonry.  

As most of you know, I sustained a serious injury
this summer which required emergency neuro-
surgery.  I was overwhelmed by the outpouring of
concern from everyone.  So many of you reached out
through texts, phone calls and cards and I was
touched beyond words.  It was your kindness and
caring that helped me get back on my feet and I will
be forever grateful to you for the extensive display of
brotherly love.  Thank you all for caring.

Bro. Jann Weinrich, Uhland Lodge #735, and his
Child ID Team are searching for a venue to enroll
elderly patrons in this very worthwhile program.  If
you have any connections where patrons would ben-
efit from this worthwhile service, please contact
Brother Jann with the information.  Congratulations
are in order for Bro. Jann as he recently welcomed a
new baby Great Grand Daughter into the family.
Brother Angel Bonilla, Uhland Lodge #735, also had
a new addition to his family as he welcomed a Grand
Daughter named Jahmikleh Anais Bonilla.  Congrat-
ulations are in order for Bro. Angel as he will become
the next Potentate of Mecca Shrine in January.
Herder Lodge #698 was the first to have their Dis-

trict Deputy visitation.  It was a great evening and
started the Masonic year off on a great foot.  There
was a good turn-out of Brothers to support Herder
Lodge which was very nice to see. 

Copernicus Lodge #545 was hosted by Brother
Roy Puckhaber and his wife Lorraine who opened
their home for the Copernicus picnic in July.  This
has become an annual event and the members of
Copernicus are very thankful to the Puckhaber’s for
opening their home and for their gracious hospitali-
ty.  Copernicus Lodge #545 once again took over
Lukans for their annual fall weekend get together.  It
proved to be very successful with a few hiccups along
the way.  Gloria and John Krebs were called home
with an emergency as their daughter underwent sur-
gery.  She is doing fine now and we continue to offer
all the Krebs our support.  Barbara Witthohn was
unable to eat at Lukans and upon her return home
she was forced to have extensive surgery.  She is re-
covering now and will begin treatments soon.  Please
keep Barbara in your prayers and send her positive
thoughts.  

Under the leadership of Past Master Paul Withjack,
Trinity Lodge #12, sponsored a fishing trip out of
Captree Boat Basin on July 23rd.  Joining Paul were
Trinity’s avid fishermen, friends of Trinity and
Brother Paul’s friends from his motorcycle club. It
was a great day and the weather was perfect. Every-
one who attended had a great time and appreciated
Bro. Paul’s effort in arranging this trip. 

The Brothers of Lessing Lodge #608 have been
very busy.  They always maintain their booth at the

Masonic Park in Tappan, but the improvements they
have made recently look great.  They took out all the
bushes in front of their building and replaced them
with a very nice patio and railing complete with
chairs and a heater. They did an excellent job and
they should be very proud.  The Brother and Sisters
of Lessing held their Thanksgiving Dinner at Tappan
on October 14th.  Although cloudy in the morning,
the sun came out and it was a great day.  The turkey
was done in the deep fryer and was delicious.  They
also made ham which was a big hit as well.

The District Blood Drive was held on Friday the
13th at the Whitestone Temple.  The Long Island
Blood Services, which runs the drive, has gotten very
strict about the qualifications for those permitted to
give blood.  This year, eight individuals were turned
away as they did not meet the qualifications. Twenty
seven units were collected, although thirty four indi-
viduals signed in.  Adi Lins of Trinity Lodge #12, af-
ter serving as the Blood Drive Chairmen for many
years, has decided to step down after this year’s
blood drive.  He will be replaced by Jack Rohan of
Lessing Lodge #608. We thank Adi for his many
years of dedicated service and for all he did to make
the Blood Drives so successful.  We welcome Broth-
er Jack and wish him much success as he assumes
the leadership role.  

Sunday, October 15th was The Annual Grand Mas-
ter’s Day at the George Washington Masonic Historic
Site in Tappan, New York.  This day is to promote the
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By Bambi R. Schimmel 
The summer arrived and the enjoyable party scene

is again in full swing.  Starting out with the Half Cen-
tury Gourmet Picnic - since many of our social
events and dinner dances are now held in Franklin
Square, the Plattduetsche Home is ever so gracious
to service all our needs and tend to all our wishes.
Our President Harry Barth and his love Irmgard got
started in the early morning hours cleaning all the
chairs, table tops and surrounding areas as well as
using new tablecloths for every table, really you
guys, it was a first, and everybody appreciated it.
Let’s begin where the ladies engage in their card par-
ty and you will notice when you hear a happy sound
that someone had a winning hand, these ladies just
love to cash in the “Abe Lincolns”.  In our book it’s
the fun that comes with it. A big thank you to young
Scott Puckhaber who prepared and served culineries
with a smile. Our ever-so-generous sponsor for the

beer, wine and soft drinks
is none other than our
Brother Louis Sieb.  Always
with their Dad Louis are, of
course, daughter Patricia
and son-in-law Mark.  Your
generosity is very much ap-
preciated.

Sister Ingrid Von der Li-
eth, (the lady that has more
issues than Vogue) is back
in full swing after several
operations and bodily ad-
justments, she enjoys
again her favorite sport,
kick boxing!   Somehow it
seems there is nothing that
can keep our Ingrid down.
Could it by chance be the
young/handsome trainer?
It’s just a guess.

R∴W∴ Jack Lanzer gave
an emotional eulogy on the
passing of his beloved un-
cle Reiner Borbeck.  Many
Masonic Brothers, family
and friends filled the hall to
give our Reiner a well-de-
served send-off.

R∴W∴ Robert Stein, on
one of his many fun-filled
boating trips, sustained se-
rious injuries when the
boat capsized and left our
Bob with back, neck and
shoulder pain. While out-
of-commission for a while,
Bob is now and still will be
sporting a fashionable
brace-belt.  However his ef-
fervescent smile and flirty
gestures are still a major
part of him and the ladies
appreciate it.  We wish you
well dear Roberto.

Let us send some power-
ful get well wishes for a
pain free recovery to our
Sister Barbara Witthohn
who still remains hospital-
ized. 
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Our Copernicus Sister Marge Morgo has left the
hospital and is now home again while hubby Teddy
is still recuperating.  We miss you guys and hope to
see you soon at our meetings.  Seriously you lovely
people I am suffering while typing this, enough is
enough, so let’s get back to some normalcy and the
party scene, if you will, okay?

Brothers Fritz Riemenschneider and Arnold
Preuss planned their yearly seafaring journey (fish-
ing trip) (sponsored by the Half Century Club) to-
gether with buddies Heinz and Eric Jacobs and first
timer Harry Barth. Returning from their annual ex-
cursion, a successful one it was indeed.  After the
catch comes the “gutting” the cleaning up, (and the
smell that goes with it). I think it is the wife’s prefer-
ence while preparing the goodies, who would rather
deal with an after-shave or cologne fragrance right?
We “smell” a party here, and the choice falls again on
our Von Mensch Sister Irmgard Barth – go for it Ir-
mgard!  This man-only journey has become a fun-

filled and meal-providing hobby for our Brothers.
New members are always welcome.

Leave it up to our R∴W∴ Jerry Messina, whose
heart is always in the right place when planning
something extraordinary which shown through
again when Jerry had 17 wounded, wheelchair-
bound War Veterans with some of their families
transported via special busses to the Plattduetsche
Home Pavilion to be honored for their bravery, while
our organist, Stanley Pratnicki, was obliged to show
off his musical talents for some light entertainment.
Among the Veterans was a 95 year old young lady
who enlightened us by her story of her life in the mil-
itary.  Thank you again Jerry, you are certainly a
gentleman full of surprises.

On the passing of Barbara Messina’s beloved Dad,
Michael Giangrande, age 90, our hearts go out to you
and your extended families.  May he rest in everlast-
ing peace.  If the saying holds true that someday we
shall all meet again, maybe we can find some conso-
lation therein.

Sister Ursula Jacobs is “holding her own”; after

several painful operations we hopefully will see her
soon once she is able to join us again.  You are a real
trooper Ursula and we look forward to welcome you
back at our midst, our luncheons and all the good
stuff that you so enjoyed before.

Karin, daughter of John and Gloria Krebs, is home
again after her hospital stay; she mastered her or-
deal and is now on the road to recovery, a sigh of re-
lief for Mom and Dad and all family members.

Our annual Traubenfest, and how festive it was,
took place again at our Masonic Park in Tappan.  Var-
ious booths were set up, new vendors were showing
off their fabulous merchandise and some customers
are always ready to purchase something that they al-
ways needed.  The big kitchen was open to serve the
hungry and our R∴W∴ Larry Wund with daughter
Lindsay started out at the crack of dawn to serve their
delicious potato pancakes (hours of preparation is
needed for this specialty) Allemania S.C. President
Gina Demery (without her crown) and Rosemarie
Bradschaw were of great assistance to our Larry.  

Meanwhile the big kitchen opened up and the hun-
gry waited in line to fill their plates with various del-
icacies.  The Schiller Haus was ready with their ever-
so-delicious Belgian waffles and Greiner Wurst with
all the trimmings.  Our Schiller Sister Circle Presi-
dent Jackie Hetzler and yours truly were ready to
bake and serve our waffles (for the last 20+ years)
much to the delight of all.  Mark Rampanelli had or-
dered all supplies and our R∴W∴ Kurt Ott arranged
for whatever was needed on tools, signs and table
decor.  Our equipment was set up by Schiller Master
Mark Lesser, Jeff Fink, Linda and Steve and our
newly purchased waffle iron from the Brothers came
to good use. Kristine Schneider was lending a help-
ing hand, it was appreciated. Our Pres. Jackie just
would not stop baking until we run out of supplies.
Thank you Jackie I would not have known what we
would have done without you?  

On a much happier note, we just heard that the
granddaughter of W∴ William and Carol Meyer,
Kristina Seeley, has exchanged the wedding vows
with her love Nicholas Polacco on September 23.  The
happy newlyweds will spend their honeymoon after
the Christmas Holidays.  Congratulations from all of
us to the beautiful couple.  (Pictures are a must af-
ter your return, okay?)

---------------------------------
Former Schuetzen Queen and Allemania S.C. Pres.

Gina Demery needed my acceptance speech of my
crowning to be a part of this article, so here it goes:

Ladies and Gentlemen and our Schuetzen  guests
from Sellstedt in Germany.  I feel privileged to have
become a part of such an elite group that made me
feel so welcome into their organization which started
out when our gracious Tom Demery handed me a rifle
– and this is literally how history began. 

“Do you know that you accept someone into your or-
ganization that has acquired more mileage on her
than the first Volkswagen”?  I need to mention that
Robert is treading more lightly since my handling of
the firearm has become more professionally.  I appre-
ciate you all, our great President Betty Schmale and
her wonderful slate of officers.  I can only state that
our Schuetzen Ladies are gracefully, kind and always
helpful, while our Schuetzen Gentlemen are fierce- ful-
ly strong in their actions and gentle and kind in their
demeanor.  Thank you Gina for always being there for
me and Captain Ed Nusser  for his humorous enter-
tainment on the ride home.  Thanks to my elegant
Lady Uschi Soebke for the exquisite bouquet of flow-
ers; and forever-ready “Wonder Woman” Helga Min-
derjahn who captured every moment on camera.  To
our new friends from Sellstedt/Germany I say
Tschuess bis auf an baldiges Wiedersehen – Bambi

From all of us,
HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Until we chat again
B.
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Robert, Bambi and James Schmale at the Steuben Parade
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beautiful facility that the Grand Lodge owns and
maintains at this historic site.  Many school groups,

Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops visit and learn
about the historic happenings at Tappan.  We also
honor the Grand Master by dedicating a tree in his
name.  A plague was placed at the base of a tree to
remember the Most Worshipful Jeffrey M.
Williamson Grand Master of Masons in the State of
New York.  The Chorus of the Tappan Zee sang the
National Anthem and treated the guests to a number
of other songs.  They did a terrific job and had sur-
prisingly great voices. The Masonic War Veterans did
the Presentation of the colors and they looked very
spiffy in the new uniforms.

The Wardens held their Acquaintance Party at the

Whitestone Temple and they went with a very unique
theme this year.  They asked everyone to dress
Hawaiian and the Hawaiian theme permeated the
room downstairs.  The tablecloths maintained the

theme as did all the table and room decorations.
Everyone was given a beautiful flower lei and it was
a very festive.  The  atmosphere was very relaxed and
the guests all had a great time.  It was quite a sight
seeing all the guests wearing brightly colored flow-
ered shirts.  The Wardens should be commended for
thinking outside the box and hosting a very memo-
rable evening.

The Past Masters Association hosted their annu-
al Ladies Appreciation brunch at Captain Bill’s in
Bayshore.  Once again, it was a wonderful way to
spend a Sunday afternoon.  The food was delicious
and plentiful and the company was very enjoyable.

It is very peaceful and most of the ladies are very
happy with the brunch as opposed to another Appre-
ciation Dinner.  It is also a great way to get back in
the swing of the new Masonic year as it is one of the

first events after having gone dark over the summer.
If you have never gone to the brunch before, you
should plan on coming next year.

The Steuben Day Parade was another tradition that
the Ninth Manhattan takes part in each year.  Once
again, the Ninth Manhattan was well represented as
they marched down Fifth Avenue proudly holding their
banner on a beautiful sunny day. After a light break-
fast in the morning at the Temple, the contingent of
paraders and spectators boarded the bus which was
Manhattan bound.  After the parade the jovial group

NEWS from 1

Knickerbocher Lodge honor W∴ Lud Olivina, W∴ Nick Dannieli, W∴ Nate Wolfolk, and the W∴ Jay Francisco

Frank Chrissotomos honored with his 25 Year Certificate at
the Weiland Lodge District Deputy visitation night
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returned to the Temple and enjoyed a dinner of Ger-
man delicacies prepared by the Puckhabers.  

Wieland Lodge #714 did a great job hosting the
District Deputy and the Grand Steward at their Dis-
trict Deputy visitation.  They had a very nice turn out
which was great to see.  Congratulations to Brother
Uwe Knudsen who received his 45 year certificate
and pin.  The R∴W∴ Frank Chrissotomos was also

honored with his 25 year Certificate and pin.
The DDGM the R∴W∴ Peter Unfried called a spe-

cial District meeting to keep things out in the open.
There had been some rumblings as to the distribu-
tion of some funds and the District Deputy wanted to
keep things transparent and invited representatives
from all the Lodges to take part in an open discus-
sion.  The meeting went very well with a good sign of
Masonic solidarity returning to the Ninth Manhattan
District.  There was a very good turn-out of Masters

and Lodge Wardens and who agreed on the subjects
discussed.  Let’s keep this kind of dialogue going and
keep the district united.

Knickerbocher Lodge #182 had a great District
Deputy visitation.  It was very well attended with
over fifty Brothers in attendance.  The R∴W∴ Kurt
Ott was made an honorary member of Knickerbocher
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In Memoriam
Bro. Reiner Borbeck, Allemania Lodge #740                                        

Past DDGM Gustav Grosch, Lessing Lodge #608

Please send all Memorial notices to
Bob Stein at bobstein12@aol.com
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Hot & Cold Buffets • Organization Dinners • Company Picnics
Box Lunches • Hors D’oeuvres • Family Dinners • Holiday Specialities

www.valleycaterers.com
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Same Day
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Available
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Masonic Yacht Club
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(for boaters & non-boaters alike)
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Member of National League of Masonic Clubs
Compliments of Masonic Yacht Club

Lodge and was presented with a
framed certificate in the East. The Past

Masters were presented with their Past
Masters aprons and certificates.
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Grand Master’s Day at the George Washington Masonic Historic Site

NEWS 7

Grand Master M∴W∴ Jeffery Williamson at Grand Master’s Day at
the DeWitt Clinton House in Tappan



Among those honored were the W∴ Lud Olivina, W∴
Nick Dannieli, W∴ Nate Wolfolk, and the W∴ Jay
Francisco.   

The Masonic Yacht Club sponsored the annual
sailing regattas at Camp Turk.  The Camp Director,
Richard, and Camp Manager, Molly, are very appre-
ciative for the support that they receive from the
MYC each year.   

The Masonic Education programs I am offering
have been well attended and I am glad that so many
of the Brothers and Lodges are taking Grand Master
M∴W∴ Jeffrey Williamson’s message seriously.  The
Grand Master would like to see all Brothers that
wish to advance through the chairs receive their Ma-
sonic education and knowledge through these class-
es.  I would like to commend both Uhland Lodge and
Knickerbocher Lodge for their participation in these
programs.  It is evident that they take seriously the
Grand Masters message about education.

The District continues to ask for donations of old-
er Masonic paraphernalia such as old Charity Ball
journals, souvenir glasses, plates and such from
past Charity Balls, and special Lodge Anniversary
celebrations.  They are also looking for old District
Books and older RW Aprons.  If you have any of
these items and you are willing to donate them to be
displayed in the cases at Whitestone, please contact
R∴W∴ Peter Unfried, District Deputy Grand Master.
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Hawaiian themed Warden’s Acquaintance PartyNEWS 8

Special District Meeting

Special District Meeting
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By Bro. Jerry Messina
At the final meeting of Copernicus 545 before the

summer recess, the Lodge had the honor of present-
ing the Frank M. Totten Award. The Grand Lodge of
New York presents this essay contest award annual-
ly to deserving children in the Masonic family who
have displayed distinguished writing skills. Frank M.
Totten, for whom the award is named, is a former
Vice President of Chase Manhattan Bank as well as
the former Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New
York. This year’s award was presented to Eric Krebs
by DDGM, RW Peter Unfried.

Eric is the son of Bro. John and Tara Krebs and the
grandson of Bro. John and Gloria Krebs. Eric, 17 at-

tended Xavier High School where he received the
Valedictorian Award, Music Award, William and
Mary College Leadership Award, and National Honor
Society recognition. Eric is currently a freshman at
Yale University. In his free time Eric enjoys playing
and writing music, and biking. His goals in life are
“to be happy and to make a difference in the world”

The Copernicus family congratulates Eric and his
sisters Erin (Senior at Yale), and Jean (Graduate
Study at Hofstra School of Law) for their long histo-
ry of academic excellence. The entire Krebs family
can take pride in their astonishing children and
grandchildren.

Frank M. Totten
Essay Award

Frank P.
Chrissotimos
Vice President — Investments

Wells Fargo, Advisors, LLC

1211 Avenue of the Americas
27th Floor
New York, NY 10036

Tel. 212-205-2890
Fax 212-205-2816
800-655-7444
Frank.chrissotimos@wellsfargoadvisors.com
Member FINRA/SIPC

ADVISORS

Compliments of
Frank P. Chrissotimos

Bill and Michael, President and
Vice President of the

Lessing Fellowcraft Club at the Masters

Sister Ingrid Wolf is searching for her late husband
Eric’s purple apron.  She gave it to someone to do-
nate to the new case but no one seems to know
where it is.  If anyone comes across it, Sister Ingrid
would love to see it go to the proper place.

Bro. Lou Seib is currently in a rehabilitation facili-
ty in Woodbury.  He is doing better and would love to
hear from some of the brothers in the district.  Please
give him a call and let him know he is important to
us.  

The Brothers and Sisters of the Ninth Manhattan
should be commended for their continued good
works and dedication to the Masonic fraternity.
Their willingness to give of themselves is what con-
tinues to make the Ninth Manhattan District strong.

NEWS from 7

RETRACTION OF ERROR IN 2017 ROSTER ISSUE
The Ninth Manhattan Publishing Committee would like to

apologize for an error on page 8 of our Roster Issue,
where we inadvertently listed wrong information,

which we are correcting as follows:

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER -
R. W. WILLIAM M. SARDONE

DEPUTY GRAND MARSHAL -
R. W. EDWARD T. BARTELS

JUNIOR GRAND DEACON - 
R. W. DAVID J. MENEGON

DEPUTY GRAND STANDARD BEARER -
R. W. SCOTT D. PEAT
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By Jack Rohan
This year the Noble 9th’s Annual Acquaintance

Party held on Friday, September 8 was a huge hit!
The Masters and Wardens Associations decided to
forgo the usual tuxedos and dress shoes for a more
casual evening.  This annual get together provides a
chance for all the Masters, Wardens and their ladies
to make new friends and get to know each other bet-
ter, hence the appropriately-named ‘Acquaintance
Party’. The theme was "Wear Your Hawaiian Shirt",
and the Whitestone Collation Room was decked out
accordingly with festive decorations, including
Hawaiian leis for all.  There is something about be-
ing dressed Hawaiian style and hanging out with
good friends, enjoying good food and beverages that
immediately puts you at ease and in the mood for
fun and having friendly conversations.
It was an extremely pleasurable evening, and in

keeping with the casual atmosphere, crowd-pleasing
barbeque fare including hot dogs, hamburgers,

Chicken, Bratwurst, Ribs, and various salads was an
enjoyable treat.

With a little creativity and much planning, this
popular theme proved to be another suc-
cessful gathering of Masons and their
ladies.  Glenn Opperman and Jack Ro-
han officiated the evening with special
guests Peter Unfried, DDGM, and his
lady Inge, Grand Steward Robert Stein
(who would not let recent back surgery
keep him away) and his lady Kathy (with
the appropriate flip flops).

Special thanks go out to Bro. Mike See-
ley for all his help from start to finish, the
event would not have been the success it
was without his dedication to detail and
amazing advice.

Thank you to all in attendance for com-
ing together for this wonderful gathering.
The cheerful atmosphere was enjoyed by

all, and I can say without hesitation that we all got
to know each other just a little bit more that night.
Until next year, ‘Aloha’!

Getting To Know You,
Getting To Know All About You

Wardens

Officers and special guests at the party

PLEASE BE INFORMED
THAT OUR

PREVIOUS ISSUE
IS NOW AVAILABLE

ON THE INTERNET AT
WWW.LEEPUBNET.COM/MASONICNEWS

Wardens and ladies

TELEPHONE 280 WESTBURY AVENUE
(516) 333-4311 CARLE PLACE, NY 11514

HOMEMADE SALADS • BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • CATERING
ROY PUCKHABER                                         WERNER PUCKHABER

Compliments of Village Delicatessen

CARLE PLACE

Village DELICATESSEN
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By Bro. Jerry Messina
The 9th Manhattan District is comprised of many

associations and clubs which provide a more casual
experience for the Brothers unlike the formal atmos-
phere found in the Lodge. One of those clubs is the
Half Century Club. This group originally began meet-
ing in the 15th Street Temple in Manhattan before
eventually relocating to Whitestone Masonic Temple.
The half Century Club accepts members who are Past

Masters but membership is limited to fifty Brothers.
Brothers of the Half Century Club meet monthly dur-
ing the Masonic year for casual dinner meetings. The
premier event planned by the club is the annual din-
ner and show with our ladies. On alternate years, the
Half Century Club nominates and recognizes the
Outstanding Mason of the Year at a banquet.

On Sunday, August 6, the Half Century Club en-
joyed their annual barbeque held at the

Plattdeutsche Home Pavilion. The food was hot, the
beer was cold, and the raffle table was full. We ex-
tend good wishes to the newly installed President,
Bro. Harry Barth and his lady Irmgard for the suc-
cess we all know they will have.

Our sincere thanks go out to the Plattdeutsche
Home administrator and staff for permitting the Half
Century Club to use their beautiful garden pavilion
of the summer picnic.

Half Century Club Barbeque

Enjoying the BBQ!

Half Century Club’s fishing trip

Br. Louis Sieb, Patricia, Mark, & Horst
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Masonic Yacht Club
www.masonicyachtclub.com

"A Family Club of 
International Distinction"

The cool, crisp morning air reminds us that fall is
approaching.  The summer heat baked the flowers
and parched the earth which makes us look forward
to the autumn leaves and smells of hearty fare cook-
ing slowly on the stove.  As the golden colors of fall
loom on the horizon, the warm summer evenings are
beginning to fade into the sunset.  The members of
the Masonic Yacht Club are trying to stretch a few
more glorious days of listening to the waves kissing
the hulls from an all ready to short summer.    

The last meeting of the Masonic Yacht Club was
held at the Landmark Restaurant in Roslyn.  Twen-
ty two members and First Mates arrived for dinner
with friends and to discuss and plan upcoming
events.  It is always a pleasant evening when we can
come together, enjoy good food, and accomplish the
planning of upcoming events.  Commodore Paul Wit-
tjack was at the helm of a very productive meeting.

The Girl’s Great Sailboat Race at Camp Turk took
place in August as scheduled.  However, Past Com-
modore and current Secretary Bob Stein and his wife
Kathy, were not there as scheduled.  Due to a boat-
ing mishap while on vacation in Ocean City, Mary-
land, Bob shattered his vertebrae and had to under-
go emergency neurosurgery.  After recovering in the
hospital and a stay at St. Charles rehabilitation facil-
ity, he is doing far better than expected.  He is still
restricted in his movement but is recovering nicely.
A quick call to Camp Turk changed the plans and
the sailing regatta went off as planned.  We would
like to extend a special thank you to Camp Director’s
Richard and Molly for overseeing the race and
awarding the trophies.  We were sorry to miss the
festivities this year and will be back next year.

The wine trip will take place on Saturday, Septem-
ber 21st.  First stop will be to Briarmerer Farms for
fresh baked pies and goodies.  Then we will stop at
Helen’s Farm Stand for fresh vegetables and beauti-
ful mums.  Helen’s always has a wide variety of
mums in varying sizes and beautiful colors.  The
price for the mums is always competitive and they
are usually in nice bloom and very healthy.  We fill
the storage compartments on the bus with all our
treasures and our first stop for wineries will be the
potato vodka distillery.  Next stop will be the Baiting
Hollow Winery and Horse Rescue Farm.  This has al-
ways been a very popular winery because it has a
number of bars set up both inside and out and a
very nice outdoor area.  We will serve cheese, crack-
ers and grapes on the outdoor table and there is also
entertainment.  Next stop will be Pindar which is one
of the first wineries on the east end.  After Pindar, we
will enjoy a leisurely lunch at the newly renovated
Soundview Restaurant.  After lunch, we will stop at
Duckwalk Vineyard for our final tasting of the day.
We are looking forward and anticipate a great day.

Bro. Rich Stein, Trinity Lodge, and his Lady Jenn
spent a month touring and hiking the National Parks
out West and in Canada preparing for a trek in Asia
to the Base Camp of Mt Everest.  I am happy to re-
port that they arrived safely at base camp today.  It
takes two weeks to reach the base and return.  They
acclimated quite well to the altitude and it was nice
to have Sherpa’s who helped carry the gear. They will
explore Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Nepal and Viet-
nam before returning home and we wish them well.

Bro. Fred Stein and Jamie, Trinity Lodge #12, with
their family and friends recently returned from hik-
ing and camping in the Bear Mountain area.  They
had a great time.  The first two nights were dry and
pretty warm and they had beautiful weather for hik-

ing.  However, it poured the day they were leaving so
they had to close up camp with wet tents and gear.  

Congratulations to Vivian and Joe Becker, Trinity
Lodge #12, as they have become empty nesters.
Their son Joe graduated from Boston University and
he got a job and will be staying in the Boston area.
Congratulations to Bea and Oscar Garcia as they are
now the owners of not one but two homes.  Oscar re-
tired from his Property Management job and they
have moved into an adult community on the East
end of Long Island.  Ed Mittendorf was very proud of
his Granddaughter who graduated Magna Cum Lau-
da from Loyola University with a BS degree in Ap-
plied Math.  She is presently employed by Grumman
in Baltimore.  The Middendorf family visited their an-
cestry homestead on the island of Saba.  This is lo-
cated twenty-one miles from St. Marteen.  They rent-
ed a villa and they stayed for a week.  The runway is
only 1200 feet long and take-off and landing is quite
a feat.

Christopher Dunne, son of First Mate Luanne
Dunne and Chris Dunne, Trinity Lodge #12, had a
great experience this July as he went to the Nation-
al Boy Scout Jamboree in West Virginia.  This is a
two week adventure celebrating outdoor life, Scout-
ing and camaraderie.  He was able to earn merit
badges, take part in many activities such as white
water rafting, learn many new skills and be intro-
duced to many activities he normally would not take
part in.  This was truly a once in a life time experi-
ence.  The Jamboree takes place once every four
years and is one of those things you can age out of
quickly.  Bro. Rich Stein went to the Jamboree when
he was a teenager as well.

R∴W∴ Vinny Savocca continues to make great
strides in his recovery from his stroke and he and his
wife Rosanna are continually in our thoughts.  We
ran into them recently at a Grand Lodge event and
they both looked wonderful.   Bro. Bob Donnelly,
Trinity Lodge #12, is feeling better which we were
very happy to hear but he doesn’t get around much
anymore.  Karl Hank, Herder Lodge, is not well and
we are keeping our good friend Karl in our prayers.
We send special thoughts and a big hug to Betty
Hank and hope she knows how much she is missed.
We also are keeping Bro. Fred Lange, Herder Lodge,
and Brenda in our prayers as well.  We hope Brenda
finds some relief for her headaches and we look for-
ward to seeing them.  Bro. Dan Rosenfeld, Trinity
Lodge #12, is in our thoughts and prayers as he con-
tinues with his treatments.

Please keep First Mate Barbara Witthohn , Coper-
nicus Lodge, in your prayers.  She is recovering from
major surgery and will begin treatments when she
heals a bit.  Her illness developed quickly and she is
responding well to treatment.  We send positive
thoughts and a big hug to Barbie and her husband
Rick.

The Masonic Yacht Club is registered with Yachting
Club of America and is listed in their Reciprocity
Guide.  The MYC is also listed on the YCA’s Website.
As a member of the Masonic Yacht Club, you auto-
matically become a member of YCA, the oldest exist-
ing Yacht Club organization in America.  A Recipro-
cal Courtesy Card will be mailed to you with your
membership which entitles you to the use of the fa-
cilities of all member clubs.  One of the perks of be-
ing a member of the MYC is the Reciprocity Card.
Some of the members reported that they have used
it recently and received great discounts.  They re-
ported that it can be used in numerous places and

they not only were able to purchase dinner at many
Yacht Clubs but they also received large discounts
for their boats.  This included the first night free for
overnight stays, and reduced prices for boat dock-
age.  I have enjoyed wonderful evenings and great
food at a variety of clubs on Long Island.  It is a
pleasure to be able to utilize the reciprocity benefit
for a special evening out at a beautiful location that
is not a public venue.   

The Masonic Yacht Club and its First Mates Club
is for nautically minded individuals who enjoy an
evening out with friends.  You do not have to be a
boat owner to enjoy and benefit from membership in
this organization.  Please attend one of our meetings
to experience what we are about. For those out there
that are interested in learning more about us, come
to our next meeting.   For more information or direc-
tions, call Bob Stein at 631-422-6559.  New ship-
mates are always encouraged to attend.  Boaters and
non-boaters alike, we Welcome You Aboard!

PARTY ROOM
FOR RENT

Whitestone
Masonic Hall

Ideal for Parties, Meetings, 
Luncheons 

Dinners, etc. 
Occupancy 80 Space for

small bands
Dance Area

Fully Equipped
Commercial

Kitchen
Call

Peter Unfried
at

718-417-8703
Compliments of Peter Unfried
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The Masonic Yacht Club is off to a great season.
The sun was shining brightly and it was beautiful for
the Opening Day festivities which were held at Cap-
tain Bill’s on Long Island.  Many members and guests
were on hand to take part in the installation of the of-
ficers for the new season.   The MYC was very proud
to be the recipient of the Youth Activities Award pre-
sented by the Committee on Youth of the Grand
Lodge.  On hand to do the presentation was R∴W∴
Cary S. Cohn, Chairmen of the Committee and

R∴W∴ Ed Bartels, Deputy Grand Marshal.  They had
some very kind words to say about the contribution
of the MYC to the youth which is the future of world.
It was with great appreciation for this recognition that
Past Commodore, R∴W∴ Bob Stein and the present
Commodore, W∴ Paul Withjack accepted this award
on behalf of the Masonic Yacht Club.

Following the presentation, was a wonderful
brunch accompanied by music and dancing.  Many
guests chose to eat on the deck overlooking the pris-

tine waters of the Great South Bay, enjoying the view
and the beautiful weather.

The plans are underway for the Great Sailboat Race
at Camp Turk which is sponsored by the Club. The
dates have been confirmed for both the boys and
girls weeks and the trophies have been picked up.
The members that go to Camp Turk to oversee the
good natured competition have just as much fun as
the campers.  Anyone interested in coming out and
cheering on the boaters are welcomed to do so.

The Youth Activity Award is
given to the Masonic Yacht Club

By Bro. Jerry Messina
The Past Masters Association of the 9th Manhattan

District has lived up to their charitable history by
breaking new ground in support of our United States
Veterans. Too often our veterans living in old age
homes are forgotten, many of these men and women
live in these facilities without benefit of visits from
family or friends.

Past Masters Association President, Bro. Paul Ottati
and I discussed planning a summer barbeque to hon-
or the veterans living at the Veterans Retirement Home
at New York Naval Hospital, St. Albans New York. After
the members of the Past Masters Association voted
unanimously in support of this event I contacted the
Administrator of the home, Deidre Samuels. Ms.
Samuels is proactive in providing outings for the men

and women living at their facility, in fact, the Veterans
Home has two buses to transport their residents on
field trips. Arrangements were made to transport 26
residents with 6 staff nurses to the Plattdeutsche
Home Pavilion to give members of our District the
unique opportunity to “serve those who have served
us”. This invitation was also extended to Veterans re-
siding at the Plattdeutsche Home as well.

The weather forecast for August 5 was ominous
and threatening but as the buses drove in to the
Plattdeutsche Home, the clouds parted allowing the
sun to shine on our honored guests. Members of the
District assisted getting their wheelchairs into the
pavilion to the military music played by Bro. Stan
Pratnicki. In addition to our guests from St. Albans,
we had 6 ladies living at Plattdeutsche whose de-
ceased husbands were Veterans. One of the ladies’
husband had received 2 bronze stars for bravery dur-
ing the Vietnam War. Another of the ladies was 95
years and had the title 1st Lieutenant Rizzo, her 30-
year military career began during WW2 as a nurse.
She was less than 5 feet tall, had fire red hair and
was obviously a born leader. I asked 1st Lt. Rizzo to
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. We also honored
Mr. Seymour Hoffnug (photo) who served in WW2,
Korea, and Vietnam. The Brothers and Sister of the
District served our guests lunch as we enjoyed patri-
otic music from Bro. Stanley.

We send our thanks to the Plattdeutsche Home So-
ciety and their staff for always providing the 9th
Manhattan District the use of their beautiful garden
pavilion. Thank you to the Past Masters for their fi-
nancial support for Veterans Recognition Day. My
personal thanks to Bro. Paul for inviting my partici-
pation with this opportunity to honor our military.

Veterans Recognition Barbeque
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By Stanley Pratnicki
This reporter found himself at the

Whitestone Temple on the afternoon of
March 13, at the Ninth Manhattan
Blood Drive.  As so often before, I was
greeted by Brother Adi Lins, who has
greeted blood donors for the past fifteen
years.  He thanked me for coming and
eased me right into the process.  Adi’s
first blood drive was in October 2003,
and in fifteen years, he has overseen
thirty blood drives and has helped col-
lect one thousand and eighteen units. 

I was also greeted by one of the two
Blood Drive Chairmen, Jack Rohan.
Jack, with his fellow Chairman Michael
Seeley had advertised the Blood Drive
both within the District and in the
neighboring community.  The resultant
27 donors were a combination of
Brothers, family members and commu-
nity supporters.

As always, the Drive is presented un-
der the auspices of the New York Blood
Center.  For fifty years, the Blood Cen-
ter has depended upon the volunteer

donors who present themselves either
at the various donor centers or partici-
pate in one of the over 10,000 annual
mobile blood drives similar to the one
sponsored by the Ninth Manhattan
District.  Because of the actions of so
many volunteer donors, NY Blood is
able to provide 400,000 blood products
annually to patients including liver,
kidney and heart transplant recipients,
in addition to providing support thera-
py to patients with chronic transfusion
requirements like malignancies, tha-

lasemmia and sickle cell anemia.
After my blood donation, I was treat-

ed to refreshments by Adi’s Lady, Hel-
ga, who is another staple member of
the Blood team.  The District looks for-
ward to the continued Blood Drive
work of Brothers Seeley and Rohan and
joins the thousands of transfusion re-
cipients who thank Brother Lins in his
efforts over fifteen years in providing
the Gift of Life. 

Masonic Blood Drive

Eric Jacobs at the 9th Manhattan Blood Drive

Adi Lins, Jack Rohan, Helga Lins

Gemelli         Jewelers
66-10 Fresh Pond Road
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-628-9767

158-22 Crossbay Blvd
Howard Beach, NY

11414
718-529-5377

69-13 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

718-446-5600

Most Mason
Jewelry at

This Location

ALL RINGS CAN COME
10K, 14K, 18K OR STERLING SILVER

We also make
charms, cuff links,

tie tacs, and all kinds
of jewels

We give
discounts to all

Brothers
and Family

Call for a Free brochure!

Compliments of
Gemelli Jewelers
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With all the natural disasters and upheaval in our
modern world, we were all looking forward to a relax-
ing and fun day at our Annual Traubenfest held at the
German Masonic Park in Tappan. Once again, we
could not have asked for a more perfect day on Octo-
ber first: the sky was blue, the sun was warm, the
beer was cold, the food was delicious and the compan-
ionship and friendship did not disappoint. The potato

pancakes, as usual, were in high demand and waiting
in line you could make lasting friendships with your
fellow visitors. The vendors had an abundant display
of seasonal goods, as well as various gift items, but the
chocolate booth draws you in every time! The children
enjoyed the blowup slide, bouncy house and the sum-
mertime temperatures. This year, in addition to the
fabulous musical entertainment, a Folk Dance Group

“Volkstanzgruppe” performed in the Pavilion for the
enjoyment of old and young. The Ninth Manhattan
district worked hard and a great big thank you to all
the brothers and sisters who participated and to those
who spent the day eating, drinking and socializing.

As all good things, this special day came to an end
much too soon and the 127th Traubenfest was de-
clared a success.

Our 127th Annual Traubenfest

• Apartments and single rooms in many sizes with private baths
• Indoor pool and Jacuzzi
• Three family style meals in our beautiful dining room
• Interdenominational Chapel for Sunday services, prayer and meditation
• Cultural trips - social and recreational facilities
• 24 hour a day nurses aids and periodic visit from our staff doctors
• Housekeeping services

For more information Call (516) 352-4260

Also Independent Apartment Units Available
Call (516) 352-2995

Check our competitive prices - Certified by New York State
Our dedicated staff assures prompt, caring attention to the needs of our 

residents so that their retirement years are carefree and enjoyable
Compliments of Plattduetsche Home

Join our Family
at the 

Plattduetsche
Home

1150 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY

Dignified Atmosphere In A Park-like Setting

1132 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY 11010
Tel: 516-354-3131   Fax: 516-354-4990

E-Mail: Dining@ParkRestaurant.com   http://www.ParkRestaurant.com

Meeting Rooms Available Wed. Through Sun.
Catering Facilities for 15 to 600 Persons

Compliments of Plattduetsche Park Restaurant

Pl

att
duetsche Park Restaurant
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Our 127th Annual Traubenfest
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The German Masonic
Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

c/o GMCF Publishing 
Committee 

149-39 11th Avenue,
Whitestone, NY 11357 

Holiday Parties Around the District
Copernicus Lodge# 5410PM5 Saturday, December 9th

Whitestone – 2PM

Lessing Lodge# 608 Sunday, December 3rd

Whitestone – 2PM – Children’s Christmas Party

King Solomon-Beethoven Festive Board

Wednesday, December 20th

Festive Board Grand Lodge – 7:30PM

Lessing Lodge# 608 Thursday, December 21st

Zum Stammtisch Restaurant – 7:30PM

Allemania Lodge #740 Sunday, December 10th

Whitestone – 6PM

Schiller Lodge# 304 Sunday, December 17th

Whitestone – 2PM

Knickerbocker Lodge Friday, December 15th

Grand Lodge – 7PM

Square Club Holiday Party Saturday, December 30th

Location TBA

No details were known at time of printing for
Trinity Lodge# 12 

and
Herder Lodge #698

Allemania Lodge # 740 Kale Dinner
Saturday, January 27th

Plattduetsche Park Restaurant – 7-11PM

Past Masters Sister Circle Chinese Auction
Saturday, February 24th

Whitestone – 6PM
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District Deputy Visitations
Socrates Lodge Wednesday, November 8th Matinecock

Harmony Lodge Monday, November 20th 8PM Sparkill Temple

Von Mensch Lodge Thursday, December 7th 8PM Whiteston

Schiller Lodge Monday, January 8th 8PM Whitestone

Copernicus Lodge Tuesday, January 23rd 8PM Whitestone

German Masonic Charitable Foundation Inc.
SEMI – ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday – November 19th Whitestone – 2PM

Road to the East – Part 1 – Saturday, November 4th –  Whitestone

10AM – 3PM

Road to the East – Part 2– Saturday, November 18th – Whitestone

10AM – 3PM

Von Mensch – 142nd Dinner – Saturday, Nov. 4th

Seasons 52, Garden City – 7PM

Holiday Parties Around the District
Von Mensch Lodge Saturday, December 2nd

Whitestone – 5PM – 8PM

Past Masters Sister Circle Saturday, December 16th

Whitestone – 4PM

Uhland Lodge# 735 Saturday, December 16th

2222 Haviland Ave. Bronx  – 7PM 




