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by Bob Stein

The Brothers of the District continue to support
both the Noble Ninth and the Grand Lodge of the
State of New York by their active participation in the
many events sponsored by both the District and the
state. The Brothers show this support by their con-
tinued involvement in District and State activities
which demonstrates their commitment and devotion
to the brotherhood and the tenets of true Masonry. 

Trinity Lodge #12 is proud of Bro. Joe Becker as
he was newly elected as a Trustee to the German Ma-

sonic Charitable Foundation. The Lodge also raised
three brothers to the Sublime Degree of Master Ma-
son. Trinity Lodge joined the Masonic Yacht Club’s
annual dinner dance at Captain Bill’s. The room was
all done up with Irish favors, green and white flowers
on the table, with green and white tablecloths and
napkins. Thank you to Von Menche Lodge for your
presence at this affair. Dan Rosenfeld is recovering
from surgery to remove his voice box. He is doing
well and we look forward to welcoming him home.
Bro. Arnold Preuss is recovering from heart surgery
and Bro. Werner Kress had hip replacement surgery

on March
19th. Bro.
Chris Dunne
recently had a
bout with cel-
lulitis in his
leg and is re-
covering nice-
ly. Please re-
member these
Brothers in
your prayers,
send them a
card or reach
out to them by
phone. They
would love to
hear from
you. Trinity
Lodge says
goodbye to
Bro. Rich
Stein as he
has moved to

Denver, Colorado. The Lodge wishes him luck as he
begins this adventure and new chapter in his life.
Trinity Lodge has changed its meeting night.
They will meet at Kismet Shrine’s building the fourth
Wednesday of the month. Please mark your calendar
for June 27th when Trinity Lodge will have a public
meeting for R∴W∴ Bob Stein, the Grand Steward’s
Homecoming. Information will follow.

A number of Trinity Brothers should be commend-
ed for their participation in the Education Program
of the Noble Ninth. I presently have 12 certificates
to be awarded to Trinity Brothers. The Sister Circle
of Trinity Lodge, is alive and well. Plans for a
fundraiser are being worked out and more informa-
tion will follow soon. The sisters want to thank their
officers, Ingrid Wolfe, Helga Lins, and Joann for their
time and effort on behalf of the organization. They
are looking forward to working with the Brothers
when the new line is installed. 

The Past Master’s Sister Circle held their annual
Chinese Auction at Whitestone in February. Gloria
Krebs and her crew did an excellent job setting it up.
Most people do not realize how much work goes into
the behind the scenes set up. These devoted sisters
arrive early in the morning and begin the tedious
task of washing the items, placing them, numbering
them and setting up the tables. Erna Puckhaber
took a step back this year and we want to thank her
for the many years she devoted to working the Chi-
nese Auction. We must also thank Gloria Krebs for
her many years of dedicated service, planning, set-
ting up and executing the elements involved for this
successful fundraiser. Once again, the sisters will be
able to support a number of charities through Gloria
and her crew’s efforts. We thank you for not only this

NEWS FROM THE NOBLE NINTH

The annual meeting of the German Masonic Char-
itable Foundation was called to order by President
Eric Jacobs Sunday, March 11 at 2 p.m.  District
Deputy Peter Unfried gave the opening prayer, fol-
lowed by the Pledge of Allegiance. President Jacobs
excused Trustee Jack Lanzer and explained that
Jack Lanzer had resigned as GMCF President due to
employment demands, but remains as a Trustee. 

The Lodge delegates were welcomed along with var-
ious dignitaries including District Deputy Peter Un-
fried, Staff Officer Robert Stein, Past Presidents
Heinz Jacobs, Larry Wund, Werner Puckhaber, Hon-
orary Trustee John Krebs, Past Masters President,
Mark Rampanelli, Master President Glenn Opper-
man, Wardens President, Jack Rohan and Noble
Ninth President, Steven Schwarts.

Secretary Wund conducted the roll call of Lodges,

resulting in a quorum, and each delegate received a
draft copy of the Audited Financial Report and the
2018 Trustee reports.   

Treasurer Pratnicki presented the Audited Finan-
cial report and noted that, although it was in draft
form, he expected no changes in the final Report.  He
thanked the District for having given him the oppor-
tunity to serve more than two terms as Treasurer.
He thanked the previous Trustees for their services
over the years and relayed his hope that the financial
stability of GMCF would continue.  

The financial results of the Charity Ball were dis-
cussed and the receipt of a final check was noted.
Questions arose regarding this matter, which have
yet to be resolved.

President Jacobs reported that the Donor Advisory
Fund had been timely funded and outlined a process for

the determination by the Lodges of future distributions. 
Each Trustee provided trustee Reports.
The meeting was next turned over to Past President

Unfried to conduct the election.  Five candidates
were running for three vacant Trustee positions.
Hernan Picolomino, Douglas Spadaro and Joseph
Becker were elected.  Past President Unfried swore in
the new Trustees.

The Delegates adjourned at 3:30 p.m. The Trustees
reconvened for the election of officers, Trustee Ja-
cobs was nominated and elected President, Trustee
Bonilla was nominated and elected Vice President,
Trustee Weinrich was nominated and elected Treas-
urer, and Trustee Alwais was nominated and elected
Secretary.  President Jacobs announced that he had
asked Larry Wund and Stan Pratnicki to stay on as
advisors in transition with the new Trustees.
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The District Deputy and the Staff Officers at
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By Bambi R. Schimmel 
Where should we begin?  So many events have

passed and the memory channel was definitely on
hold but now the brain is being switched back onto
“re-collection”.  Let’s start with our new slate of offi-
cers of the Past Masters Sister Circle which reads as
follows:

President:
Ellen Quaglio

Vice President:
Patricia Ottati
Treasurer:
Helga Lins

Corresponding Secretary:
Samantha Rampanelli
Recording Secretary:

Gloria Krebs

2018 Trustees
Irmgard Barth..............................................1  Year
Bambi R. Schimmel....................................2  Years
Ingrid Wolf .................................................3  Years

I did appreciate your cooperation and great enthu-
siasm while installing the new officers and explain-
ing their respective duties during their nomination.
No opposition was noted and we are now looking for-
ward to a great year with the new slate.  A sugges-
tion - give the new officers a break and know that We
will always be helpful and of assistance to you when
needed.  Form a team with your new colleagues and
adapt what has successfully worked for so many
years.

Let’s start out with our yearly Chinese Auction - -
but “first we eat then we play” - and who is to say
kitchen help is hard to find, the proof is in the pic-
ture.  Sister Gloria Krebs and Pres. Ellen with their
staff of elves started literally the night before assem-
bling all the treasures, carrying things down from
the attic to the main floor, sorting out the col-
lectibles, from grandma’s good China, to crystal,
dolls, handbags, jewelry, computer gadgets and bas-
kets with groceries.  Our grandson Zachary was a
happy camper when he won, and thereby enriched
his elephant collection.  No one walked out empty-
handed. Sister Gloria Krebs, the “originator” of the
auction operated like an Eveready Battery and did
not rest until it was “All Over”.  Our new President
Ellen Quaglio gave praise to Gloria and her staff.
What had started at 11:00 A.M. came to a close at
11:30 P.M., what a rewarding and fun-filled event it
was, indeed.

A picture speaks louder than words.  It was the
wedding of beautiful Kristina Seeley, the grand-
daughter of W∴ William and Carol Meyer (Coperni-
cus) and the niece of Michael Seeley (Herder Lodge)
to her handsome hubby Nicholas Polacco.  Their
vows were exchanged at Windows on the Lake in
Lake Ronkonkoma. The happy couple took up resi-
dency in their new home in September while honey-
mooning in December during teacher Kristina’s win-
ter break.  

Ruth Ott, Kurt’s main squeeze, let’s call him Doc-
tor Kurt from now on since he has  mastered a great
ordeal while guiding everyone onto the road of recov-
ery.  Ruth’s sister Rose, I was informed, is already
waiting for our next issue - we must be doing some-
thing right since compliments regarding our news-
paper are coming from overseas which is greatly ap-
preciated and we thank you all. 

Allemania Sister Ursula Borbeck, after falling
down a flight of stairs incurring a terrifying landing
that bruised her face, neck and eyes, making her
look like a Picasso creation of all colors but now our
Ursula is again in good spirits and as jolly as ever.

Again, as every year, we look forward to the
“Grand Lodge Breakfast” – you can honestly say that
you are dining with the elite at Marina Del Rey.  It is
always a pleasure to recognize most of the Past
Grand Masters (however, we missed again G∴M∴
Gary Henningson and his love Ada from Florida)
hoping that both are okay. The intake of the culinary
means “eat to your hearts content” because there is
no end to this scrumptious breakfast; never mind
what your next dress size will show, and it will, be-
lieve me.  Our Guest of Honor and Distinction this
year was the grandson of President Harry J. Tru-
man, Clifton Truman Daniel.  (Clifton’s mother was
the daughter of Pres. Truman).  Because of many ex-
cited autograph seekers crowding the floor, some
pictures are unfortunately no close-ups.  Young and
handsome Clifton Truman’s popularity exceeded all
expectations.  A grand speech given by him, non-
stop and very amusing at times; while we had to
check if our Honoree was still breathing since there
was no pause long enough to be sure.  A standing
ovation was the reward and our Honoree was hum-
bled when he received a Certificate of Appreciation
and a Livingston Medallion handed to him by our
M∴W∴ Grand Master Jeffrey M. Williamson.  
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How can we say no to our M∴W∴ and “charming”
Grand Master Jeffrey when he asks: “our picture will
be in the paper, yes?”, so we posed, and here is the
proof.  

Who is to say this cannot be happening; one dance
and a breakfast that’s all it took, or that’s all we were
supposed to believe.  Ever heard of “a second wind
helps to set the sails?”  Well, that’s what happened
here; our forever young Harmony Brother Goetz Vehse
will be getting married to a wonderful lady named Lisa.
Goetz probably threw the dice and the number show-
ing seemed like a winner to him.   We wish you two the
very best and don’t forget to send pictures, please.

Some serious “Get well” wishes go to Arnold
Preuss, Dennis Christiani, Elsie Bauer and to some
Brothers from Florida – Gene Heiter and Alois Wolf.

Sister Janet Grimm has just returned from her
Guadalupe vacation and her plans are already in the
works to pack up her family and friends to spend
some elaborate time in Ireland where son-in-law
Patrick has innumerable friends and cousins.  Have
a grand time – we shall talk when you return.

If you think our Florida friends just sit idle, think
again; dancing, pick-nicks, luncheons and parties,
it’s all on their agenda.  The picture shows their
beach gathering-get-together, really you guys, you
are parading around “au natural” while we are here
shoveling snow, somethings are just not fair!  Look at
the picture which was sent by Schiller Sister Janet
and see how many of our Sisters and Brothers you
recognize.  From left to right – Theresa Herbig, Rosi
Soller, Barbara Ritterbusch, Ingrid and Alois Wolf,
Trudy and Rudi Maier, Jerry-Theresa’s friend, Janet
Grimm and Bill Ritterbusch in front – Karlheinz
Soller and Goetz Vehse took a stroll along the beach.          

That’s all for now.
To all of you, stay well and keep in touch.

B.
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Bambi’s Court

Ninth Manhattan South Picnic –
recognize anyone?

First we eat and
then we play,

come and get it
before the
fun begins

Keynote Speaker Clifton Truman Daniel
with Rosemarie Bradshaw

Bambi from 2



year, but for the many very successful Chinese Auc-
tions. The sisters have plans to see a play in July
and will follow the play with dinner. More informa-
tion will follow.

Knickerbocker Lodge #182 should be commend-
ed for their great attendance at the District Deputy
visitations of the Ninth Manhattan District. They are
always present with a fairly large contingent of
Brothers and they are very enthusiastic. As the Dis-
trict Education officer, I appreciate their dedication
and I commend Knickerbocker for encouraging their
Brothers to attend the education courses I have been
giving. I have an additional ten certificates for a vari-
ety of classes to be distributed to Knickerbocker
Brothers at their April meeting. I want to thank the
many Brothers of this Lodge for their very generous
donation to the Brotherhood Fund.

Harmony Lodge #199 will miss their Senior War-
den, Sal Napoli, who will be moving to Las Vegas. The
Brothers of Harmony wish Brother Sal well but they
will definitely miss him. Harmony’s April 16th meet-
ing will be held on the 23rd of April. They will be
meeting at their booth in the Park in Tappan where
they will be discussing improvements that they are
hoping to make to the booth. A Fellowcraft 2nd de-
gree will be held at Sparkill on April 18th. The De-
gree and Middle Chamber will be performed by the
Stony Point Wawayanda Lodge. Please come and
support your Brothers at Harmony Lodge. I thank
the Brothers of Harmony Lodge for their generous
donation to the Brotherhood Fund. The R∴W∴
Grand Steward, Bob Stein, will be attending their

next meeting to present a number of course comple-
tion certificates. Please keep Master R∴W∴ Kurt Ott
and his lovely wife Ruth in your prayers. Ruth is re-
covering from a stroke and Kurt is still recovering
from an infection he has had since his trip to Flori-
da.  Cards and calls would be appreciated as Broth-
er Kurt is an important member of our District.

I would like to thank King Solomon Beethoven
Lodge #232 for their gift to the Brotherhood Fund. I
want to apologize for not being present at your Dis-
trict Deputy visitation. My wife is still teaching and
the visitation occurred during her winter break from
school and we were on vacation. As the saying goes,
“A happy wife is a happy life!”

Schiller Lodge #304 had over 60 Brothers in at-
tendance at their District Deputy visitation. The Dis-
trict Deputy and the Grand Steward presented 4
course completion certificates. Rodger Alwais of Von
Mensch Lodge received one for The Road to the East
and one for the Masonic Development Course. Sen-
ior Warden Jeff Fink received his certificate for the
Road to the East Course and the W∴M∴ Mark Less-
er received his certificates for the Master’s Chair and
the Road to the East. I would also like to thank
Schiller Lodge for their donation to the Brotherhood
Fund.

Copernicus Lodge #545 has been very quiet these
last few months. I do want to thank them from their
donation to the Brotherhood fund. Please keep Bar-
bara Witthohn in your thoughts and prayers as she
continues to recover from her surgery and continues
her treatments. She is doing well and appreciates your
prayers and positive thoughts. It would be nice if you
send her a card or give her a call if you have time.

It is always a pleasure for me to get back to the
Matinecock Lodge in Oyster Bay. Socrates Lodge
#595, had a great District Deputy Night, under the
guidance of their Master Doug Spadaro. These past
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The Grand Masters Holiday Party at the beautiful Gargiulo’s Restaurnat in Coney Island.
DDGM Peter Unfried and his lady, Inge and the Grand Steward Bob Stein and

his lady, Kathy all had a wonderful evening.



few months have been very quiet for Socrates but
they expect to raise a few new Brothers in the Fall.
Congratulations to the Master Doug Spadaro as he
has been elected as a trustee to the German Mason-
ic Charitable Foundation.

The Brothers of Lessing Lodge #608 continue to
be very active in the district. The Lessing Fellowcraft
Club hosted a Superbowl Party at the Whitestone
Temple on February 4th. A great time was had by all
and it was a great night of Masonic camaraderie, fun
and sharing. Thank you to Herder Lodge for coming

out to support their Lessing Brothers. This was the
first time Lessing Fellowcraft has hosted the party
and it was very successful. Maybe next year, more
women will come as there was much male dominance
in the room.  Actually, Inge Unfried and Kathy Stein
were the only ladies in the house!!! Lessing’s District
Deputy visitation and the R∴W∴ Peter Unfried’s
homecoming will be on April 26th. The Homecoming
will be an open meeting and we hope to see you all
there. Please mark your calendar and don’t miss this
one. Please remember Brother Dennis Christiana
with your thoughts and prayers during his illness
and recovery. It would be nice if you let Brother Den-

nis know you are thinking of him by sending him a
card at 60-24 Cooper Ave., Glendale, NY 11385.
Brother Dennis and Sister Barbara, please know that
you are in my thoughts and prayers and we send you
positive thoughts and big hugs. 

Lessing Lodge #608 hosted the Grand Masters
District Meeting on March 22nd. It was very well at-
tended with over 100 people and was a most enjoy-
able evening. 

Herder Lodge #698 raised four entering apprentice
to Fellowcraft Degree. I am happy to report that Bro.
Assad Butt who was involved in a very serious motor-
cycle accident and was hurt very badly, is out of re-
hab and home now. He is receiving his rehab at home
and is recovering. Please keep him in your prayers. 

It would be nice for you to reach out to Brother
Asad and let him know that you are thinking of him.
Cards can be sent to him at 6001A  194th st Apt2C,
Fresh Meadows, New York 11367-2810.

Thank you Herder Lodge for your contribution to
the Brotherhood Fund. As Education Officer, I thank
the Brothers of Herder that participated in the Ma-
sonic Education programs. 

Weiland Lodge #714 is growing. They recently
brought in six Entering Apprentices through 2nd de-
gree to Fellowcraft in March. Congratulations to the
Master of Weiland Lodge, Herman Picalomino, as he
was recently elected as a trustee to the German Ma-
sonic Charitable Foundation. We wish him well on
his tenure as a trustee. I want to thank Weiland
Lodge for their very generous donation to the Broth-
erhood Fund.                                                      

Bro. Jann Weinrich, Uhland Lodge #735, and his
Child ID Team are searching for a venue to enroll
elderly patrons in this very worthwhile program. If
you have any connections where patrons would ben-
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The Ladies of the Grand Lodge Officers of the Metropolitan District
attend the Grand Masters Dinner in Coney Island

Henry Youngman receives his 25-year certificate from Lessing Lodge



efit from this worthwhile service, please contact
Brother Jann with the information. A new process
was started in Uhland whereas the Masonic Develop-
ment Course is given in three parts as the lodge con-
fers the Degrees on their entering Brothers. The first
part of the course was given right after the First De-
gree and 3 first degree brothers together with 12
Uhland Brothers took the class. It was a very large
class but the participation was great. Brother Kelvis,
was trained to give the Masonic Development Course
and he did a great job assisted by the Staff Officer.
The second Degree and the second part of the MDC
course was given on Monday February 26th. Those
taking the course, left their course books with the
master which prevents them from jumping ahead. It
is working out great and Uhland Lodge is having a
great response and participation. Presently, Uhland
Lodge has fifteen Course Completion Certificates
that were presented to the Brothers.  

We Congratulate Uhland Lodge for being the Moth-
er Lodge of the newly elected District Deputy and
Staff Officer. Congratulations to the new District
Deputy, Jose Capella and the Grand Sword Bearer,
Jann Weinrich. We wish them success as they take
on this new challenge. I am sure there will be an easy
transition for them as myself and Kathy and the
R∴W∴ Peter Unfried and Inge will help them get ac-
climated to their new duties and obligations. Please
plan on attending St John’s weekend to show your
support for Bro. Jose and Bro. Jann. Information
about St. Johns will be coming out soon and please
make your reservation. Congratulations also to Bro.
Don Gorman, Allemania Lodge and W∴ Glenn Op-
perman, Lessing Lodge, as they will fill the AGL po-
sitions for the next two year. I am confident that this
group of individuals will do a fine job. 

Under the leadership of Brother Angel Bonilla, Uh-
land Lodge #735, and the Potentate of Mecca
Shrine, Mecca recently took in 35 Brothers. Congrat-
ulations Brother Angel on this accomplishment. 

Allemania Lodge #740 hosted their District
Deputy on February 5th. Sixty-five Brothers were in
attendance and it was so nice to see the room filled.
The well attended District Deputy evenings are what
makes the Ninth Manhattan so great. R∴W∴ Grand
Steward, Bob Stein and the District Deputy, Peter
Unfried, presented a Road to the East Course com-
pletion certificate to Bro. Peter Novak. Bro. Bob Stein
gave a talk on the history of Allemania in the early

years of Europe up to the year 1000. DDGM Peter
Unfried gave a talk on the proposed Temple to be
erected on 17th Street in Manhattan in the 1920’s.
Due to the depression and World War II, it never
came to fruition. Allemania Lodge held their annu-
al Kale Dinner at the Plattduetsche Restaurant in
Franklin Square. It was a great night with delicious
food. Kale was the star food with all the foods that
accompany Kale. The entertainment was Bud and
Linda and they had everybody up on the dance floor.
Allemania always has a great Kale dinner and this
was no exception!

Allemania Awards Night was held on March 19th.
A Distinguished Service Award Apron was presented
to Bro. Heinz Buck.  Two 55 year aprons and pins
were presented to Bro. Bodo Urban and Bro. John
Hinsch. One 50 year apron and pin was awarded to
Bro. Klaus Bornemann. Other recognition went to
Bro. Dieter Borbeck Sr. for 35 years, Bro. Celestino
Carlos for 20 years, and Bro. Peter Novak for 5 years.
Allemania Lodge managed to surprise the District
Deputy Peter Unfried by presenting him with an
Honorary Membership to Allemania Lodge. He was

truly surprised and very greatly appreciative. 
The Ninth Manhattan’s Wardens Association, un-

der the phenomenal leadership of their President, Jack
Rohan, will present the opening of the Lodge under the
First Degree and the closing of the Lodge under the
Second Degree at the Grand Lecturer’s Convention.
This request was made by the Grand Lecturer and can
be witnessed on March 29th, 2018 at Whitestone. Do
not forget to bring all of your lodge officers so that your
lodge can receive the prestigious Potts Award.

The Warden’s held another great Warden’s dinner
at the Pompeii Restaurant in West Hempstead. The
Warden’s did a great job and had a terrific turnout.
The food was plentiful and delicious and the enter-
tainment was great. They had everyone up on the
dance floor and it was a fun evening for all. The War-
den’s looked great in their red and the officers
should be commended for the great job they did.
Thank you to President Jack Rohan, Vice-President
Joe Kemmet, Mike Seeley and Eric Demery.

The Half Century Club met recently at the Land-
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mark Grill in Roslyn. Under the guidance of their Pres-
ident, Bro. Harry Barth, there was a good turn out and
it was decided that the dinner for the Mason of the year
will be in October of 2018 at Verdi’s in Westbury

The Masonic Yacht Club held their annual dinner
dance at Captain Bill’s on March 9th. St. Paddy’s
Day was the theme and the decorations were green
and white. We invite all members of this district to at-
tend one of the MYC functions to learn more about
the things the Club does. The MYC does a lot of char-
itable work for Camp Turk and promotes the Ninth
Manhattan District at these events. This would be a
great opportunity to meet the members of the Club
and find out the benefits of belonging to the MYC and
the good works that the club does.

On March 4th, the 73nd Annual Masons and Fam-
ilies Dedication Service and Breakfast took place at
the Marina DelRay in the Bronx. With approximately
800 Brothers and friends in attendance, Masonry
was celebrated. The entire Grand Line both present
and many past Grand Masters were in attendance.
The Keynote speaker was President and Most Wor-
shipful Harry S Truman’s grandson, Bro. Clifton
Truman Daniel. He was lively, entertaining and very
informative. He was definitely one of the better
speakers we have had at this great breakfast. M∴W∴
Jeffrey M. Williamson bestowed upon Bro. Daniels,
the Livingston Medal and the Grand Masters certifi-
cate of Appreciation.

Congratulations to Bro. Jack Rohan and Bro. Mike
Seeley and their selfless crew that ran the annual
blood drive at the Whitestone temple on March 23rd.
The Blood service was anticipating 33 pints but our
Great District, under the Blood Committee, managed
to exceed this expectation by getting 45 pints!!! We
should be very proud of Bro. Jack, Bro. Mike and our
great District.

Also, on the same day as the Blood Drive, our Staff
Officer R∴W∴ Bob Stein and Bro. Joe Becker, Trinity

Lodge Brotherhood Fund Chairmen, together with a contingent of New York Ma-
sons, traveled by bus from 23rd Street to the NUR Shrine Temple in New Castle
Delaware to celebrate the 39th Annual Brotherhood Night hosted by the Grand
Lodge of Delaware. Grand Lodge entourages from Delaware, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey and the Tall Cedars were also represented. The New York group was led by
R∴W∴ Bob Stein escorting the Past Master M∴W∴ Carl J. Fitje to the East.
Brother Bob then introduced all the members of the New York contingent by Ti-
tle and Position. It was a great day and collation enjoyed by all in attendance.

The current GMCF Trustees are Eric Jacobs, Jack Lanzer, Angel Bonilla, Jarret
Weinrich, Rodger Alwais, Leo Valenti and the newly elected trustees are Joe Beck-
er of Trinity Lodge, Doug Spadaro, Socrates, and Herman Picalomino of Weiland
Lodge. We wish them all a successful tenure as they assume their positions.

The Grand Master’s visit at Lessing Lodge’s meeting on March 22 went ex-
tremely well. Master Glenn Opperman did a great job and there were over 100
Brothers present. There were 57 new Masons present who were introduced and
recognized by the Grand Master. Almost every lodge had their new Brothers in at-
tendance. Those lodges that did not participate missed a great night. G∴M∴
Williamson also recognized the oldest Bro present and the newest Entered Appren-
tice. He spoke about the history of Wiley Hall, Acacia Village, and Camp Turk. G∴M∴
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As we brace for the fourth Nor’easter in as many
weeks, we hope the weathermen have gotten it incor-
rect.  The cold has wrapped our bodies like a cocoon.
We wait silently for the first flakes to drift softly from
the sky, as the first day of Spring will greet us as the
morning light breaks.  I dream of tiny, delicate blue
and white flowers making their début, and rejoice in
knowing the first blooms of spring will begin to appear.
I hear the voice of the crocus whispering in the dis-
tance, spring is quickly approaching.  Our feathered
friends begin their journey north as the snowbirds too
begin their yearly trek.  Winter is an uninvited guest
that has overstayed his welcome……

The March meeting of the Masonic Yacht Club was
very laid back as the weather kept some members
home.  We met at the Landmark Grill and Restaurant
in Roslyn to enjoy dinner and conduct business.  Af-

ter communing with old friends and meeting some
new acquaintances, the meeting was called to order at
8 o’clock.  Old business was dispensed of quickly and
lively discussions about upcoming events took place.
Committee reports were presented and lots of new and
exciting ventures were discussed for the MYC to initi-
ate and participate in as well.  Some of our snowbirds
will be leaving the Florida sun heading back up north
and we wish them a safe journey. We will be happy to
see them once again and welcome their input and
laughter at our next meeting. 

The Grand Secretary’s Golf tournament has been
scheduled for June this year.  Last year, we put in two
teams and sponsored two hole.  This year we will have
two or three teams representing the Club and we will
have two signs from the Masonic Yacht Club on the
course.  It was a great experience and so much fun

last year that so many more members want to take
part.   The dinner and the raffles were great and those
last year participants are eagerly waiting for their
team assignments.  You need to reserve your spot ear-
ly if you wish to be included on a team.  For those not
wanting to golf, you can join this lively group for the
delicious dinner.  It is a great day, and as in years
past, those participating report that it is a fun filled
day from start to finish.  The food is excellent and
plentiful and everyone has a great time. 

The Opening Day festivities have been scheduled for
June 10th at Captain Bill’s in Bayshore.  The installa-
tion of the officers will take place on the deck with the
serene and picturesque Great South Bay in the back-
ground while our many flags fly from the flag pole.

Page 8 9th Masonic Manhattan News Spring Issue 2018

Masonic Yacht Club
www.masonicyachtclub.com

"A Family Club of 
International Distinction"

Williamson also spoke very highly about our Research
Lab located on the campus in Utica. A new Director of
Research, Dr. Maria Kontaridis, has recently been ap-

pointed and she is the first woman to serve in this role.
With Dr Kontarisis’ expertise, the Masonic Medical Re-
search Lab will position itself as one of the top cardiac
research centers in the country and around the world.
It was a very informative and most enjoyable evening.

The Masonic Education programs I am offering have
been well attended and I am glad that so many of the
Brothers and Lodges are taking Grand Master M∴W∴
Jeffrey Williamson’s message seriously. The Grand
Master would like to see all Brothers that wish to ad-
vance through the chairs receive their Masonic educa-
tion and knowledge through these classes. 

All Lodge Masters must keep in mind the Grand
Master Williamson’s Edict concerning the use of the
Guarding the West Gate program. This is NOT op-
tional…it is MANDATORY.

The District continues to ask for donations of
older Masonic paraphernalia such as old Charity
Ball journals, souvenir glasses, plates and such
from past Charity Balls, and special Lodge An-
niversary celebrations. They are also looking for
old District Books and older R∴W∴ Aprons. If you
have any of these items and you are willing to do-
nate them to be displayed in the cases at White-
stone, please contact R∴W∴ Peter Unfried, Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master.

Sister Ingrid Wolf is searching for her late husband
Eric’s purple apron. She gave it to someone to donate
to the new case but no one seems to know where it
is. If anyone comes across it, Sister Ingrid would love
to see it go to the proper place.

On behalf of myself and Kathy and the DDGM, Pe-
ter Unfried and Inge, I want to thank all the Lodges
that have so graciously extended invitations to us for
all your activities and parties. We enjoyed your com-
pany and your thoughtfulness and generosity is
greatly appreciated. The District Deputy R∴W∴ Peter
Unfried and I, Grand Steward, R∴W∴ Bob Stein
want to thank the District for all the support that you
extended to us during these past two years. Your
support and hospitality is so greatly appreciated.
Please mark your calendars for R∴W∴ Peter Un-
fried’s Homecoming at an open meeting on April 26th
and R∴W∴ Bob Stein’s Homecoming will also be an
open meeting on June 27th at Kismet Shrine in
Hicksville. April 13th is another fun evening that you
can tease the DD and the GS at the Roast and Toast
at the Whitestone Temple.

The Brothers and Sisters of the Ninth Manhattan
should be commended for their continued good
works and dedication to the Masonic fraternity.
Their willingness to give of themselves is what con-
tinues to make the Ninth Manhattan District strong.
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There will be a buffet brunch which includes a wide
variety of breakfast and luncheon favorites.  A carving
station, omelet station, and many other items will be
included.  Opening Day is always a wonderful start to
the summer season so mark your calendar and plan
to spend the afternoon commiserating with old and
new friends.  

A number of new members were at the meeting and
it was our pleasure to welcome them.  Brother Carl
Morin, a new member of Allemania Lodge, joined us
for his first meeting of the MYC.  Secretary Bob Stein
announced that he has received a few new member
applications.  The Club continues to grow steadily and
it is a credit to our active membership for promoting
the MYC and for making Masonic Brothers aware of
the benefits of belonging.

The Masonic Yacht Club held its annual Dinner
Dance at Captain Bill’s in Bayshore.  It was a fun
evening with great company.  Keeping with the time of
year, the room was decorated festively in green and
white for St. Patrick’s Day.  St Patrick Day trinket’s
filled the tables and those in the spirit wore various
St. Paddy’s Day head gear and beads.  Bobby Vee pro-
vided great music for listening and dancing and those
that were in attendance had a great time. Captain
Bill’s always has great food and impeccable service.  

Commodore Withjack and the Past Commodores,

welcome all suggestions for new activities or how to
improve existing activities.  Everyone’s input is not
only welcomed but strongly encouraged.  Our Com-
modore will consider all suggestions and looks for-
ward to hearing from you.  The Masonic Yacht Club
continues to grow stronger because it continues to en-
courage its membership to continue to participate.

The club is continuing to grow and we are always
welcoming new members.   Our meetings are well at-
tended and we usually have approximately 25 mem-
bers present.  Members are encouraged to bring their
spouses since the MYC is a family club.  

One of the perks of being a member of the MYC is the
Reciprocity Card.  Some of the members reported that
they have used it recently and received great dis-
counts.  They reported that it can be used in numer-
ous places and they not only were able to purchase
dinner at many Yacht Clubs but they also received
large discounts for their boats.  This included the first
night free for overnight stays, and reduced prices for
boat dockage.  

Bro. Rich Stein, Trinity Lodge, and his Lady Jenn
have officially moved to Denver, Colorado.  They have
moved into a new apartment and are enjoying the last
days of the ski season.  They have begun their job
search in earnest and if anyone has any connections
in the Denver area, I am sure that Brother Rich and
Jenn would love to hear from you.

Bro. Fred Stein and Jamie, Trinity Lodge #12, have
set the date and will be getting married in September.
They are looking forward to the future and are busy
making plans.

Bro. Vinny Savoco makes improvements as his re-
covery continues.  Their son has recently moved to
Texas and we wish him well.  We hope Sister Cathy
Boccabella knows that she is in our thoughts and we
miss seeing her.  We reach out to Sister Ellen Toth as
we miss seeing her as well.  Our condolences go out to
Brother Chris Dunne, Trinity Lodge #12, on the
passing of his mother, Trudy.  Our thoughts are also
with Chris as he recovers from cellulitis in his leg.
Chris and Luann’s daughter, Caroline is currently do-
ing an internship on Long Island with Suffolk County
and is preparing to graduate early from the State Uni-
versity at Albany. We wish her well as she begins this
new chapter in her life. 

Congratulations to Brother David Gardner and his
lovely wife Isabelle, Trinity Lodge #12, on moving
into their beautiful new home in Mill Neck.  It is clos-
er to their children’s school and they are very happy in
this very awesome house.

Bro. Bob Donnelly, Trinity Lodge #12, is feeling
better which we were very happy to hear but he strug-
gles catching his breath and doesn’t get around much
anymore.  Karl Hank, Herder Lodge, is not well and
we are keeping our good friend Karl in our prayers.
We continue to send special thoughts and a big hug to

Betty Hank as she continues to stay by Karl’s side in
Florida.  We also are keeping Bro. Fred Lange, Herder
Lodge, and Brenda in our prayers as well.  We hope
Brenda finds some relief for her headaches and we are
happy that Brother Fred is feeling a little bit better.
Bro. Dan Rosenfeld, Trinity Lodge #12, is in our
thoughts and prayers as he continues with his treat-
ments.  Brother Dan recently had his larynx removed
in a long operation and he is recovering nicely.  He is
writing on his whiteboard and has been posting once
again on Facebook.  He faces a long recovery so please
keep Brother Dan in your thoughts and prayers.  

The members of the Masonic Yacht Club would like
to thank our new Ship’s Store Clerk, Sister Vivian
Becker, for taking over this very important position.
She has been working very hard transitioning into this
new position while keeping the stock current and sell-
ing the merchandise.  Vivian is a vivacious and impor-
tant addition to our Bridge.

Brother Bob Stein is coming to the end of his recov-
ery from emergency neurosurgery for a broken back.
He is totally out of his brace and has given up using
his cane as he is back in rehab to strengthen muscles
he has not used in a long time. There is definitely light
at the end of the tunnel and we will be forever grateful
to his friends, family and awesome team of doctors.

Please keep First Mate Barbara Witthohn, Coperni-
cus Lodge, in your prayers.  She is recovering from
major surgery and is currently receiving treatments.
Her illness developed quickly and she is responding
well to the chemo treatments.  We send positive
thoughts and a big hug to Barbie and her husband
Rick.  Send her a card or a text to let her know she is
in your thoughts.

The Masonic Yacht Club is registered with Yachting
Club of America and is listed in their Reciprocity
Guide.  The MYC is also listed on the YCA’s Website.
As a member of the Masonic Yacht Club, you automat-
ically become a member of YCA, the oldest existing
Yacht Club organization in America.  A Reciprocal
Courtesy Card will be mailed to you with your mem-
bership which entitles you to the use of the facilities of
all member clubs.  One of the perks of being a mem-
ber of the MYC is the Reciprocity Card.  Some of the
members reported that they have used it recently and
received great discounts.  They reported that it can be
used in numerous places and they not only were able
to purchase dinner at many Yacht Clubs but they also
received large discounts for their boats.  This includ-
ed the first night free for overnight stays, and reduced
prices for boat dockage.  I have enjoyed wonderful
evenings and great food at a variety of clubs on Long
Island.  It is a pleasure to be able to utilize the reci-
procity benefit for a special evening out at a beautiful
location that is not a public venue.   

The Masonic Yacht Club and its First Mates Club is
for nautically minded individuals who enjoy an
evening out with friends.  You do not have to be a boat
owner to enjoy and benefit from membership in this
organization.  Please attend one of our meetings to ex-
perience what we are about. For those out there that
are interested in learning more about us, come to our
next meeting.   For more information or directions, call
Bob Stein at 631-422-6559.  New shipmates are al-
ways encouraged to attend.  Boaters and non-boaters
alike, we Welcome You Aboard!
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The Masonic Yacht Club Dinner at Captain Bill’s

The Masonic Yacht Club Ease End Land
Cruise to the wineries and lunch

In Memoriam
Bro. Henry Roeden – Herder Lodge #698

Lucy Schwarz – Lessing Lodge #608
Bro. Louis Sieb – Schiller Lodge  #304 

Bro. Uwe Knudsen  – Weiland Lodge #714
Florence Klawikofski – Copernicus Lodge #545

Bro. Gordon Poulson – Copernicus #545
Rabbi William Kloner – King Solomon

Beetthoven #232
Gertrude Huck – Lessing #608

Please send all Memorial notices to
Bob Stein at bobstein12@aol.com

Masonic from 8
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Grand Lecturer’s Convention

9TH MANHATTAN GRAND LECTURER’S CONVENTION
Brother Jerry Messina

Many readers of our newspaper may not understand
the importance of the Grand Lecturers Convention
and why it is necessary. The Grand Lecturer, appoint-
ed by the Grand Master is responsible for monitoring
the ritual proficiency of Masonic districts and Lodges
within the Grand Lodge of New York. In his capacity as
Grand Lecturer, he is responsible to meet with more
than two-hundred Masonic districts across New York
State, a task which takes him away from his home and
family in Buffalo for many months.  We are fortunate
to have had R∴W∴ Richard Kessler as Grand Lectur-
er during the last four years, and for visiting our vi-
brant district every Spring.  

Our regular Masonic meetings always begin and fin-
ish with a ritualistic opening and closing which takes
place on the Master Mason Degree. Brothers who have
not advanced to Master Mason may not be present for

the opening or closing. This year, Grand Lodge will be
voting to permit opening on the First and Second De-
grees in addition to the Third Degree. Because this
change will become a valuable tool helping our new
brothers feel connected, the Grand Master has en-
couraged its early implementation.

On Thursday, March 29, R∴W∴ Richard Kessler
brought this new idea to the Brothers of the Noble 9th
who gave him their undivided attention. R∴W∴
Kessler, has become very well known and appreciated
in the district for the passion with which he teach-
es……we all appreciate the extraordinary effort “RJ”
puts into his work.

The Wardens Association is responsible for planning
and providing dinner for the brothers from the pro-
ceeds of the Wardens Dinner Dance. The Wardens As-
sociation, under the direction and guidance of their
president, Brother Jack Rohan did a splendid job this

year with both preparation and presentation. The
lodge was opened in due and ancient form on the First
Degree and competently closed on the Second Degree.
Thank you to Brother Jack Rohan for the beautiful
presentation of the closing charge many brothers have
never witnessed. 

The Howard Potts Award is presented to lodges at-
tending the Convention with the required number of
officers present.
2017 Howard Potts Award recipients
Lessing 608, Uhland 735
2018 Howard Potts Award recipients
Trinity 12, Knickerbocker 182, Lessing 608, Uhland 735

A new Grand Lecturer will be appointed by the in-
coming Grand Master in May 2018. Our sincere good
wishes and thanks go with R∴W∴ “RJ” Kessler for the
overwhelming energy and passion he provides to each
of us on the path to “more light” in Masonry.

A PLACE IN YOUR HEART!
by Jack Rohan - Ninth Manhattan District Blood Bank Chairman

Once again, it was a genuine honor and pleasure to chair our Noble 9th’s Bi-Annual
Blood Drive held at the Whitestone Masonic Temple on March 23rd, 2018.  The day was
a huge success as we surpassed our donation results from last year’s 39 pints.  The re-
markable turnout this year resulted in a total of 46 pints of donated life-changing blood!  

Preparations began early for this extremely important day and, as usual, the New York
Blood Center’s devoted staff began by setting up the necessary blood collection equipment,
cots and treats.  This year did not disappoint as the reliable slew of Masons, along with
their friends and family, came in loving support of this annual event.  In addition, the
presence of many members of the local community coming to join us and making their
valuable donation never ceases to amaze us.  Their kindheartedness and selflessness is
unmatched, and we are grateful for their support.

Most people are unaware that there are four types of products derived from one pint of
blood: 1) red cells, 2) platelets, 3) plasma, and 4) cryoprecipitate.  Since each pint of blood
is separated into these individual products, each donation can save up to three lives!  Is-
n’t that incredible?  And on top of that, your body replenishes the fluids within a short
period of time, so you get back what you gave! 

Giving your blood to another person is a very personal decision.  Donors may have de-
cided to do it because they are part of our wonderful Lodge and understand the impor-
tance of donating.  Some do it because they are asked by a friend or relative.  Some do it
because they realize someday they or their very own loved one may be in the unfortunate
position of needing a blood donation, and some simply feel in their heart that it is the good
and right thing to do.  Whatever the reason, the decision does come from “a place in your
heart” and it is without a doubt one of the most precious gifts you can give to someone.
So to those who donated their blood, organized the event, volunteered their time, or were
responsible for getting a donor to come in, you have the gift of knowing that that your
precious gift is out there multiplying the love that is in your heart! Eric Jacobs gives blood at the Blood Drive



Spring Issue 2018 9th Masonic Manhattan News Page 11

2017-2018 WARDENS ASSOCIATION DINNER DANCE

Warden’s Association at the Dinner Dance

by Joe Kemmet

The Noble Ninth came together again in grand
fashion for the 2017 - 2018 Wardens Association
Dinner Dance at Pompei on March 3, 2018.  As the
clock struck 7pm, the brothers, sisters, friends, and
guests were patiently awaiting the opening of the
doors to the Grand Ballroom.  The room was bright-
ly lit and was gleaming.  Adorning the tables were
red and white linens representing the wardens’ col-
ors.  Cocktails and hors d' oeuvres were flowing, peo-
ple mingled and then found their way to their re-
spective tables.  The music style of Victor and Patti
started to fill the room.  At this time the 120 people
in attendance were ready for the show to begin.
From Trinity Lodge to Von Mensch Lodge, and all the
lodges in between, were introduced along with our
dignitaries.  Our District Deputy Grand Master Peter
Unfried led us with the invocation.  The President of
our association, Brother Jack Rohan, commented on
how wonderful it was to see the room packed and
thanked everyone for attending and then acknowl-
edged the officers for all their hard work and dedica-
tion.   After the delicious buffet dinner, the officers of
the association commenced with the flower presen-
tation.   The staff at Pompei received a round of ap-
plause for the job they do and were appointed the
"Home of the Wardens Association".  As the clock
reached midnight, there were only a few guests re-
maining.  A great time was had by all. Thank you for
your support.

PLEASE BE INFORMED THAT OUR PREVIOUS ISSUE IS NOW AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT
WWW.LEEPUBNET.COM/MASONICNEWS
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MAY 5 – SATURDAY

Charity Ball –

Plattduetsche Rest – 7 PM

MAY 6 – SUNDAY

Grand Master’s Dinner 

MAY 8 – TUESDAY

Grand Lodge Commmunication

MAY 11 – FRIDAY

Kehraus  Party

MAY 19 – SATURDAY

Noble Ninth Meeting –

Whitestone – 2 PM

JUNE 22-24

St. John’s Weekend, Utica, NY

JUNE 27 – WEDNESDAY

Staff Officer’s Homecoming –

Trinity Lodge
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District Deputy Visitations

District Social Functions

& Dinner Dances

APRIL 7 – SATURDAY

Lessing Lodge 152nd Anniversary

Dinner Dance –

Vetro by Russo’s on the Bay

APRIL 13 – FRIDAY

Roast and Toast – 8 PM – Whitestone

APRIL 22 – SUNDAY

Forget Me Not Luncheon –

Plattduetsche – 1 PM

APRIL 26 – THURSDAY

District Deputy Homecoming –

Lessing Lodge




